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The  follovnng  sketch  of  the  life  of  the  Rev,  Dr,  Ewirg  is  from  the 
pen  of  his  friend  and  colleague^  the  late  Dr,  Linn, 

Dr.  John  Ewing,  was  bom  on  June  22d,  1732,  in  Notting¬ 
ham  in  Maryland,  near  the  line  which  divides  that  state  from 
Pennsylvania.  He  derived  no  possessions  from  his  parents  but 
their  blessing  and  their  good  example.  He  received  the  first  part  of 
his  education  under  Dr.  Alison,  a  man  eminent  for  piety  and 
erudition,  who  then  resided  at  New-London  cross  roads  in  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania.  After  having  finished  those  studies  usually 
taught  in  his  school,  he  remained  with  Dr.  Alison  three  years  as 
a  tutor.  During  that  time  by  attention  and  industry,  he  made 
some  progress  in  the  science  of  mathematics,  in  which  he  after¬ 
wards  became  so  eminent.  Books  of  science  at  that  time  were 
not  easily  obtained  in  America,  especially  in  places  which  were 
remote  from  cities :  such,  however  was  his  thirst  for  knowledge, 
that  he  frequently  rode  thirty  or  forty  miles  to  obtain  some  books 
which  would  afford  information  on  the  subjects  of  his  favourite 
speciilations.  Those  authors  who  were  safe  guides  he  could  not 
always  obtain ;  incorrect  writings  sometimes  fell  into  his  hands, 
the  errors  of  which  escaped  not  the  detection  of  his  original  and 
penetrating  observation.  It  is  oftentimes  the  case  that  difficulties 
increase  the  avidity  of  the  mind  in  its  pursuits,  and  call  into  ac¬ 
tion  that  strength  and  those  mental  forces  which  might  otherwise 
slumber  and  die.  Such  was  the  influence  of  difficulties  on  Dr. 

Ewing  at  this  early  period  of  his  life.  His  was  not  one  of  those 
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weak  minds  which  immediately  shrink  from  intellectual  conflict, 
but  his  was  one  which  gathered  power  from  hindrance  and  bade 
defiance  to  disadvantage.  It  may  perhaps  be  said  of  him,  that  he 
was  in  some  measure  self-taught  in  mathematics,  and  that  his 
genius  in  that  branch  of  erudition  was  extraordinary.  From  the 
school  of  Dr.  Alison  he  removed  (in  the  year  1754)  to  the  college 
of  New-Jersey  ;  Mr.  Burr  was  then  president  of  the  institution, 
and  of  that  great  and  celebrated  man,  he  was  a  favourite  pupil. 
He  entered  the  senior  class,  and,  impelled  by  pecuniary  embar¬ 
rassments,  engaged  at  the  same  time  as  teacher  of  the  grammar 
school  which  was  connected  with  the  college. 

In  addition  to  this  circumstance,  he  had,  in  order  to  prepare 
for  his  graduation,  to  study  in  private  some  branches,  to  which 
he  had  not  attended  before  his  entrance  in  college.  From  these 
causes  his  labour  was  greater  than  that  of  any  of  his  classmates, 
his  studies  became  arduous  and  multiplied.  He  however  brought 
to  the  contest  a  mind  which  was  undaunted,  which  persevered 
and  overcame.  He  graduated  with  his  class  (in  the  year  1755) 
and  afterwards  accepted  of  an  appointment  as  tutor  in  the  col¬ 
lege.  During  the  prosecution  of  his  scientifical  studies,  and  while 
engaged  in  instructing  others,  he  devoted  part  of  his  time  to  the 
investigation  of  divine  truths ;  the  relish  which  he  had  for  these, 
the  progress  which  he  made  in  them,  and  the  impression  which 
they  left  upon  his  mind,  determined  him,  with  divine  permission, 
to  become  the  minister  of  the  everlasting  gospel,  to  carry  to  other 
ears  and  to  other  hearts  those  glad  tidings  which  had  reached 
and  impressed  his  own. 

In  pursuance  of  this  design  he  read  divinity  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  Alison,  and  in  due  time  was  licensed  to  preach  the 
gospel  by  the  presbytery  of  New-Castle.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
six,  before  he  undertook  the  Pastoral  care  of  any  congrega¬ 
tion,  he  was  employed  as  the  instructor  of  the  philosophical 
classes  in  the  college  of  Philadelphia  during  the  absence  of  Dr. 
Smith,  who  was  then  the  provost.  While  he  was  engaged  in  the 

discharge  of  this  honourable  office,  a  call  was  proffered  to  him 
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by  the  congregation  of  Nottingham  the  place  of  his  nativity; 
but  a  more  extensive  field  of  usefulness  being  opened  before  him, 
he  returned  a  respectful  denial  to  their  invitation. 

In  the  year  1759  he  received  and  accepted  a  unanimous  call 
from  the  first  Presbyterian  Congregation,  in  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  where  he  continued  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
pastoral  office  till  his  death.  In  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and 
seventy -tliree,  witli  the  consent  of  his  congregation,  he  was  sent  to 


England  to  solicit  subscriptions  for  the  Academy  of  Newark  in 
Delaware.  While  abroad,  .he  travelled  through  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland,  in  which  places  he  was'  received  with  that  attention 
which  is  due  to  the  minister  of  God,  and  to  the  man  of  science. 
Four  cities,  Glasgow,  Montrose,  Dundee,  and  Perth,  presented  to 
him  their  freedom.  Men  who  have  since  held  the  highest  stations 
of  literature,  sought  his  acquaintance  and  numbered  him  with  their 
friends.  Among  these  were  Dr,  Robertson,  Dr.  Webster,  Mn 
Balfour  and  Dr.  Blacklock.  So  wannly  and  uniformly  was  he  the 
friend  of  America  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  revolution, 
he  resisted  many  offers  from  men  of  power  in  England  to  entice 
him  to  remain  in  that  country.  He  has  frequently  related  a  con¬ 
versation  which  he  held  with  the  great  Dr.  Johnson,  in  which  that 
sage  attacked  and  he  defended  the  cause  and  conduct  of  his  coun¬ 
trymen.  Without  any  application  he  received  while  in  Scotland 
the  degree  of  doctor  of  divinity  from  the  university  of  Edinburgh. 
The  president  when  he  presented  to  him  his  diploma  declared, 
that  he  had  never  before  conferred  a  degree  with  more  pleasure^ 
In  17T5  he  returned  to  this  countrv,  and  in  1779  was  elected  to 
the  provostship  of  the  university  of  Pennsylvania.  This  station 
he  held  until  his  death :  to  this  station  he  brought  large  stores 
of  information,  and  a  paternal  tenderness  that  “  pressed  the  youth 
beside  him”  who  deserved  his  approbation  “  and  blushed  at  his 
own  praise.”  In  ail  the  branches  of  science  and  literature  which 
arc  usually  taught  in  colleges,  he  was  uncommonly  accurate,  and 
in  his  mode  of  instruction  and  communicating  information  on  the 
most  abstruse  and  intricate  subjects,  he  was  probably  never  sur¬ 
passed.  He  was  frequently  employed  in  public  capacities  which 
brought  into  action  his  mathematical  knowledge.*  He  was  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  member  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  and 
made  to  them  several  approved  communications  which  have  been 
recorded  in  the  volumes  of  their  transactions. 

The  unembellished  incidents  which  have  now  been  narrated 
of  Dr.  Ewing’s  life,  his  religious  and  scientifical  writings,  his  ob¬ 
servations  and  deportment  in  the  different  relations  of  society 
declare  that  his  mind  was  uncommonly  strong  and  penetrating 
and  that  he  had  a  mild  and  correct  taste.  . 

•  He  was  one  of  those  gentlemen  who  were  appointed  to  run  the 
boundary  line  of  Delaware  ;  to  settle  the  boundary  between  Massachus- 
setts  and  Connecticut,  and  between  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  He  w  as. 
also  appointed  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Rittenhouse  by  the  state  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  to  survey  the  most  practicable  ground  for  a  turnpike  road  between. 
Philadelphia  and  Lancaster. 


Were  we  to  distln^ish  between  his  powers,  we  should  say, 
that  his  understanding  predominated  over  his  imagination.  In  the 
science  of  mathematics  he,  if  not  unrivalled,  was  unsurpassed  by 
any  character  in  this  country.  His  knowledge  of  the  learned 
languages  was  very  considerable.  The  Hebrew  language  which 
is  too  often  neglected  by  the  ministers  of  God  in  the  present  day 
was  one  of  his  favourite  studies.  In  the  mornings  of  his  latter 
days,  he  always  read  a  portion  of  the  scriptures  in  their  original 
tongue ;  and  you  could  seldom  enter  his  room  without  seeing  on 
his  couch  beside  him  his  Hebrew  bible.  His  qualifications  as  a 
minister  of  the  gospel  were  many  and  eminent.  Science  was  to 
him  a  powerful  assistant  in  the  labours  of  his  sacred  office.  She 
was  with  him  a  handmaid  to  religion,  and  aided  by  her  he  was 
an  able  champion  of  the  cross,  both  in  the  advocation  of  its  cause  . 
and  in  the  repulsion  of  the  attacks  of  impiety  and  error.  He  was 
mighty  in  the  scriptures.  To  the  fountain  of  all  religious  know¬ 
ledge  he  went  for  instruction.  His  religious  opinions  were  not 
so  much  founded  upon  systems  w^ritten  by  fallible  men,  as  upon 
the  scriptures  of  infallibility..  He  adopted  not  Calvin  or  Arminius 
or  Socinus,  but  the  word  of  God  as  his  guide.  He  read,  he 
examined,  he  decided  for  himself.  With  the  works  of  commen¬ 
tators  and  systematical  writers' he  was  familiar;  he  considered  them 
as  indispensable  assistants  to  the  student ;  but  his  veneration  for 
these  did  not  impress  upon  him  a  blind  obedience  to  their  dic¬ 
tates  :  he  was  first  convinced  by  his  own  researches  that  they 
corresponded  with  the  sacred  volume  before  he  acknowledged 
their  authority.  His  own  investigation  confirmed  him  in  his  belief 
of  the  doctrines  of  grace.  These  were  the  doctrines  which  he 
preached  and  which  he  endeavoured  to  impress  upon  the  hearts 
of  his  people.*  His  discourses  were  written  with  accuracy  ;  the 
truths  which  they  contained  were  well  examined  and  digested 
before  he  ventured  to  offer  them  to  the  public.  He  thought  it  a 
duty  which  he  owed  to  his  God  and  to  his  hearers  to  think  before 
he  spoke,  to  study  and  to  ponder  in  private  before  he  arose  in  the 
presence  of  an  audience,  as  the  messenger  from  heaven.  To 
God  he  looked  for  aid  and  support;  but  he  looked  for  his  assist¬ 
ance  in  his  study,  before  he  trusted  to  divine  impulse  in  the  sacred 
desk.  Perhaps  it  may  be  said  with  truth  that  no  minister  in  this 
country  has  adopted  a  better  method  of  instruction  than  that 

*  Among  practical  UTitcrs  he  thought  that  Doddridge  was  the  best, 

„  and  he  thought  that  the  method  which  he  followed  in  his  discourses 
w^as  a  good  model  for  the  practical  and  devout  preacher. 
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which  distinf^ished  his  discourses ;  and  perhaps  it  may  be  said 
that  none  more  fully  illustrated  and  confirmed  by  plain  and  de¬ 
cisive  reasoning  the  passage  which  he  chose  for  discussion.  The 
style  in  which  he  embodied  his  conceptions  was  always  perspicu¬ 
ous  and  occasionally  ornamental.  Ornament  however  he  did  not 
often  employ.  He  sometimes  poured  forth  “  thoughts  that  breathed 
and  words  that  burned,”  but  his  most  usual  manner  was  sober 
and  tefnperate,  such  as  was  adopted  before  him  by  Tillotson  and 
Sherlock.  Mere  declamation  was  never  heard  from  him  ;  his  dis¬ 
courses  were  always  solid  and  edifying,  and  so  equal  in  the  scale 
of  merit,  that  perhaps  to  no  one  which  he  wrote  in  the  vigor  of 
his  mind  could  decided  preference  be  given.  His  delivery  was 
pleasing  and  happy  ;  if  in  his  old  age  from  debility  it  was  not  re¬ 
markable  for  animation,  yet  it  was  distinguished  by  correctness, 
and  it  could  sometimes  touch  the  finest  springs  of  tenderness  and 
pity.  The  temper  of  Dr.  Ewing  was  generous,  and  not  often 
ruffled.  His  manners  and  deportment  were  easy  and  affable. 
Free  from  guile  himself,  he  suspected  not  guile  in  others.  He 
had  a  freeness  of  salutation  which  sometimes  surprised  the 
stranger,  but  which  was  admired  by  those  who  knew  him,  as  it 
proceeded  from  a  heart  open  and  honest.  His  talents  in  con¬ 
versation  were  remarkably  entertaining.  From  severer  studies  he 
could  unbend,  and  become  the  companion  of  innocent  mirth  and 
of  happy  gaiety.  In  the  house  of  bidden  joy  his  religion  did  not 
wear  the  frown  ;  it  covered  not  itself  with  the  mantle  of  sorrow, 
but  it  taught  him  to  rejoice,  with  those  that  rejoice,  as  well  as  to 
weep  with  those  that  weep.  He  was  perfectly  free  fi*om  pedantry, 
and  from  every  thing  which  bore  its  resemblance.  In  tlie  com¬ 
pany  of  philosophers,  he  was  in  his  conversation  the  philosopher; 
and  with  the  unlettered,  the  man  of  ease  and  accommodation. 
His  talent  of  narration  was  universally  admired.  His  observation 
of  men  and  manners  in  this  country  and  abroad  furnished  him 
with  many  scenes  and  facts  which  as  painted  and  related  by  him 
were  extremely  entertaining.  In  domestic  life  he  was  amiable. 
He  had  all  the  heart  of  the  husband.  He  had  all  the  heart  of  the 
parent.  He  had  the  full  heart  of  the  friend.  Surrounded  by  a 
large  family,  he  had  care  and  tenderness  for  them  all.  His  affec¬ 
tion  for  his  children  was  such  that  even  in  his  moments  of  se¬ 
verest  study  he  received  them  with  smiles,  and  laid  aside  his 
books  to  partake  of  their  infantile  sports. 

Dr.  Ewing  was  tall  in  his  person,  and  while  in  younger  life 
was  handsome  and  graceful.  His  constitution  was  remarkably 
sound  and  strong.  He  was  settled  with  his  congregation  forty 


years  without  being  prevented  more  than  once  or  twice  by  sick¬ 
ness  from  discharging  the  duty  of  his  pastoral  charge.  The  only  . 
serious  disorder  which  he  had,  was  the  one  which  proved  fatal, 
and  which  first  seized  him  (in  1796)  six  years  before  his  death. 
After  his  first  attack  he  frequently  preached,  but  never  regained 
his  accustomed  strength  of  body  and  vigour  of  mind.  In  his  sick¬ 
ness  he  discovered  patience,  fortitude  and  resignation  to  the  will 
of  his  heavenly  Father.  No  murmur  escaped  his  lips,  and  his  last 
moments  were  closed  apparently  without  a  pang  and  without  a 
struggle.  In  a  good  old  age,  in  his  71st  year,  he  fell  to  the  ground 
Uke  an  a  shock  of  com  cometh  in  his  season,  A  short  time  before  his 
death  he  buried  the  last  of  those  members  of  his  congregation 
who  signed  his  call. 

LIFE  OF  Dr,  JAMES  SPROAT. 

Further  extracts  from  his  Diary y  continued  from  f^age  366. 

Sefitember  \Othy  1793.  Blessed  be  God,  I  rested  very  comfort¬ 
ably  the  last  night.  Endeavoured  to  worship  God  in  my  family  and 
closet,  and  I  ho}>e  he  granted  something  of  his  presence  in  the 
service.  At  1 1  o^clock  I  attended  a  prayer  meeting  in  our  church, 
agreeably  to  a  previous  appointment.  I  began  with  a  short  prayer, 
and  then  read  the  16th  chapter  of  Numbers,  concerning  Aaron’s 
offering  incense  and  the  plague  being  staid.  Gave  a  short  exposi¬ 
tion  of  the  chapter,  in  which  I  endeavoured  to  show  that  the  in¬ 
cense  offered  had  no  virtue  in  itself,  but  derived  all  its  effect  from 
being  God’s  ordinance  and  appointment,  and  particularly  as  it 
typified  the  great  atonement  made  by  Jesus  Christ :  and  I  exhor¬ 
ted  the  people  to  offer  up  prayers  and  supplications  to  God, 
through  Christ  our  Lord,  by  whom,  under  the  gospel  dispensa¬ 
tion,  “  we  have  received  the  atonement.”  I  then  prayed,  after 

which  Mr.  F -  sang  a  psalm  and  prayed.  Good  Dr.  R - 

then  gave  a  short  exhortation  and  prayed.  It  was  excellent ;  but 
his  voice  is  exceedingly  low  and  weak,  and  I  fear  he  was  not  ge¬ 
nerally  heard.  Mr.  E - then  sang  another  psalm  suitable  to  the 

occasion,  and  prayed  most  earnestly  and  affectiona^ly ;  so  we 
concluded.  The  congregation,  which  was  fuller  a  great  deal  than 
I  expected  it  would  be,  was  solemn  and  serious :  I  do  not  know  j 
that  I  ever  saw  them  more  so.  O  Lord,  follow  it  with  thy  blessing :  I 
’  send  relief,  not  for  our  righteousness,  for  ail  our  righteousnesses  » 
,  are  filthy  rags ;  but  because  we  hope  that  thou,  by  the  gracious 


kiHuence  of'  thy  holy  spirit,  didst  enable  the  hearts  of  thy  people 
to  offer  up  prayers  in  the  name  of  thy  dear  son  Jesus  Christy  in 
whom,  and  with  whom,  thou  art  ever  well  pleased,  and  by  whom 
alone  we  hope  to  receive  the  atonement.  We  proposed  to  meet 
again  in  the  church  on  Friday  next,  God  willing,  for  the  same 
purpose ;  to  entreat  of  God  that  he  would  appear  for  us  in  this  day 
of  calamity  and  sore  rebuke.  May  the  Lord  be  with  us. 

This  day  a  refractory  servant  girl  in  the  family  said  and  did 
some  disagreeable  things ;  but  blessed  be  God,  it  did  not  much,  if 
any,  ruflfte  my  temper:  I  endeavoured  to  pray  to  God  for  her  soul. 

Sefitember  I IM..  O  the  distress  of  the  times.  God  seems  still 
to  hold  over  the  city  his  chastising  rod.  May  it  please  hiip  to  re¬ 
turn  to  us  in  mercy  and  leave  a  blessing  behind  him.  O  for  the 
plentiful  out  pourings  of  his  holy  spirit,  that  he  who  hath  smitten 
may  heal  us.  O  Lord  heal  our  backslidings  and  love  us  freely,  and 
receive  us  graciously;  so  will  we  render  the  calves  of  our  lips. 

At  4  o’clock  I  went  to  see  Mr.  M - sick  with  this  fever,  with 

whom  I  prayed,  and  baptized  his  child.  - 

SefUembn'  \2t/i.  After  dinner,  being  desired,  I  went  to  visit  a 

Mrs.  M - C - sick,  as  it  is  supposed,  with  this  fever.  1 

counselled  her  to  commit  all  to  Christ,  and  prayed  with  her.  She 
seemed  to  be  in  an  excellent  resigned  temper  of  mind.  May  the 
Lord  be  merciful  to  her,  both  in  body  and  in  soul.  1  called  again 
at  Mr.  M - *s,  who  seems  a  little  better. 

Sefitember  loth.  Had  an  uncomfortable  night:  slept  a  little  the 

latter  part  of  it.  My  daughter  N - was  ill  almost  the  whole 

night;  and  my  daughter  O - ,  by  attending  upon  her,  was  over¬ 

done  with  fatigue,  so  that  she  too  is  quite  laid  up.  This  morning 

N - is  in  appearance  a  little  better,  blessed  be  God ;  but  O - 

seems  rather  worse.  O  Lord  have  mercy  upon  them,  in  body  and 
in  soul ;  and  deal  better  with  them  than  our  fears  suggest  at  this 
alarming  season.  Teach  us  humility;  clothe  us  with  it.  May  we 
be  still  and  know  that  thou  art  God.  Prepare  us,  O  Lord,  for  all 
thy  pleasure.  I  was  at  home  all  the  day  till  4  o’clock,  p.  m.  and 
then  joined  the  people  that  met  for  prayer  in  the  church.  I 
prayed  and  gave  a  short  discourse  on  God’s  opening  the  heart  of 

Lydia.  Mr.  T . .  ■■  and  Mr.  E - both  prayed:  may  the  Lord 

be  attentive  to  the  voice  of  our  supplications  for  Jesus  Christ’s 
sake:  amen. 

Sefitember  14M.  N - ^  rested  pretty  comfortably  last  night, 

thanks  to  God  for  it.  Dr.  R— —  and  Dr.  H - called  this  morn¬ 

ing.  May  God  prepare  me  for  his  holy  pleasure,  and  prepare  me 
fbr  his  holy  sabbath.  Spent  all  this  day  at  home  endeavouring  to 


in  my  distressed  family,  and  turning  my  thoughts  upon  something 
to  say,  if  I  shall  be  permitted  to  preach  on  the  morrow.  Things 
look  exceedingly  dark  among  us,  and  especially  in  my  family. 

According  to  the  multitude  of  his  tender  mercies  the  Lord  have 
mercy  on  us,  for  Jesus  Christ’s  sake ;  amen. 

Lord^a  day^  September  1  Sth,  N—  is  pretty  much  as  she  was ; 

O  is  almost  worn  out,  as  is  likewise  Mrs.  Sproat :  may  the 
Lord  strengthen  them.  I  went  to  church  in  the  morning  and 
preached  from  Psalm  Ixii.  8,  “  Trust  in  the  Lord  at  all  times  ye 
people ;  pour  out  your  hearts  before  him ;  God  is  a  refuge  for  us.” 

I  pray  the  Lord  to  follow  it  with  his  blessing.  I  was  much  fa- 
•  tigued  with  the  exercises.  Laid  down  on  my  bed  after  dinner,  en¬ 
deavouring  to  lift  up  my  heart  in  prayer  to  God  through  Christ, 
for  myself  and  others.  Rose  exceedingly  feeble.  That  part  of  the 
'  family  which  was  at  home  I  called  together  and  prayed  with  them, 
as  none  could  go  out  to  worship  in  public.  I  was  obliged  to  lay 
down  again :  continued  lifting  up  my  he^  to  God.  Rose  so  fee¬ 
ble  and  weak  that  in  going  into  my  daughter’s  room  I  fell  down. 

I  received  no  hurt  myself,  but  I  am  afraid  my  fall,  which  was  sud¬ 
den,  was  injurious  to  my  daughter.  After  tea  attended  worship  in 
my  family.  Was  obliged  to  sit  up  too  long  for  me  in  my  pre¬ 
sent  weak  state,  on  account  of  the  situation  of  my  family.  My  son 
William  sat  up  the  latter  part  of  the  night.  O  Lord,  give  me 
grace  to  be  still  and  know  that  thou  art  God ;  to  see  and  kiss  the 
rod,  and  to  adore  the  hand  that  inflicts  it. 

September  \6th.  The  day  warm,  which  is  very  bad  for  the  pre¬ 
vailing  disease.  May  the  Lord  cleanse  the  air  from  contagion :  all 
second  causes  are  under  the  direction  of  God  the  great  first  cause 

of  all.  My  daughter  N - continues  ill :  the  physicians  give  some 

encouragement  in  her  case ;  but  she  is  in  the  Lord’s  hand.  O - 

faulters  very  much :  God  preserve  and  sanctify  her.  I  am  exceed¬ 
ingly  feeble  myself.  O  Lord  look  upon  me  according  to  thy  ten¬ 
der  mercies  in  Christ.  Mrs.  Sproat  is  remarkably  supported; 
blessed  be  God.  May  the  Lord  continue  goodness  to  her,  and 
sanctify  as  well  as  support  her.  Dr.  R - called  a  little  while. 

September  \7th,  A  little  rain  fell  last  night,  and  the  weather 
has  become  cold  for  the  season :  may  the  Lord  who  directs  times 
and  seasons  order  them  in  mercy.  The  last  was  an  afflictive 

night  to  us ;  but  God  does  all  things  right.  My  daughter  N - 

was  affected  with  some  very  distressing  symptoms,  and  my  wife 
was  obliged  to  be  up  the  most  of  the  night.  May  the  Lord  con-  ^ 

finue  to  strengthen  her,  as  he  has  done  hitherto,  alpnost  miracu- 
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lously,  and  for  'which  I  desire  to  be  thankful.  The  physicians  cal¬ 
led.  I  have  been  much  exercised  and  much  depressed  this  day.  I 
cried  to  the  Lord  and  felt  somewhat  relieved;  blessed  be  his 
name.  God  be  merciful  to  us  sinners.  O  Lord  appear  for  my  fa- 
mi  ly^  and  for  the  citizens  at  large ;  in  the  multitude  of  thy  tender 
mercies  appear  for  us,  for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ’s  sake,  amen. 
Poor  Mrs.  F— —  called  at  our  house  this  day,  greatly  depressed : 
she  is  going  out  of  the  city :  the  Lord  preserve  her.  O  may  it 
please  the  Lord  to  make  his  people  holy;  then,  and  then  only, 
will  they  be  truly  .happy.  Worldly  happiness  they  may  have, 
such  as  it  is,  if  God’s  judgments  should  be  removed ;  but  real 
happiness  there  cannot  be  without  holiness.  If  these  judgments 
may  be  so  improved  that  we  may  partake  of  God’s  holiness,  we 
shall  indeed  be  happy. 

Sefitember  l8/A.*The  weather  very  clear,  and  very  cold  for  the 
time  of  year.  1  had,  blessed  be  God,  a  comfortable  night,  last 
night,  as  to  bodily  rest.  My  daughters,  it  is  hoped,  are  not  worse ; 
I  thank  the  Lord  for  it,  and  pray  for  their  preseiwation.  Attended 
family  worship.  Had  an  awful  sense  of  my  vileness:  may  the 
Lord  humble  me.  “  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  shall  deliver 
me  from  the  body  of  this  death.”  This  day  I  spent  mostly  in  so¬ 
lemn  meditations,  ejaculations  and  supplications.  Studied  a  little. 
Much  dejected  in  spirits  under  a  sense  of  the  dreadful  calamities 
which  I  witness;  but  still  more  under  a  sense  of  the  plague  of 
my  own  heart.  “  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner,”  was  the  prayer 
of  the  poor  publican ;  O  may  it  be  mine  from  tlie  heart.  O  for 
sanctifying  and  cleansing  grace. 

Sefitember  \9th.  The  symptoms  of  my  daughter  O - seem 

yet  favourable ;  those  of  my  daughter  N - are  not  so  agreea¬ 

ble;  but  they  are  both  in  God’s  hand:  may  he  be  merciful  to 
them,  and  set  bounds  to  their  disease ;  but  above  all  may  he  visit 
their  souls  by  his  special  grace  and  prepare  them  for  his  holy 
pleasure.  I  have  had  hard  struggles  at  the  throne  of  grace  this 
morning;  but  alas  I  alas!  I  seem  to  be  repulsed  in  my  applica¬ 
tions.  ‘‘  The  dogs  partake  of  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  their  mas¬ 
ter’s  table ;”  I  know  I  am  more  vile  than  the  poor  woman  who 
made  that  prayer ;  but  Christ  is  as  merciful  now  as  ever,  and  has 
all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  Lord  help  me  to  pray ;  Lord 
give  me  a  spirit  of.  grace  and  supplication,  and  clothe  me  with 
humility.  Thy  throne,  O  Lord,  is  a  throne  of  grace ;  O  that  my 
soul  may  lie  prostrate  before  it.  I  attended  worship  in  the  family 
as  well  as  I  could,  and  still  desire  to  wait  on  the  Lord.  O  for  the 

light  of  his  blessed  countenance  I  O  for  God’s  salvation!  O  for  a 
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broken  heart  and  contrite  spirit!  such  a  heart  O  God  thou  will 
not  despise. 

Sefitember  20th,  Last  night  my  daughter  N—  had  violent 
symptoms  of  the  hiccoughs.  Between  nine  and  ten  o’clock  in  the 
evening  I  went  out  to  seek  after  a  medicine  for  her,  but  could 
find  no  shop  open.  She  has  past  a  distressing  night,  nor  is  her  dis¬ 
ease  abated  this  morning.  Things  look  melancholy  indeed,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  us.  This  was  a  trying  day :  I  sat  by  the  bed  side  of  my 
daughter,  and  urged  her  to  trust  in  the  Lord  and  submit  to  his 
holy  will.  [Two  or  three  pages  of  the  Doctor’s  diary  are  here 
lost.  His  daughter  died  on  the  night  or  morning  preceding  the 
Lord’s  day,  September  22d,  1793,  as  will  be  seen  below;  the 
diary  proceeds] — She  committed  her  precious  soul,  I  hope  and 
trust,  into  the  arms  of  the  dear  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  O  for  humility, 
submission  and  faith ;  O  to  adore  the  giving  and  bereaving  hand 
of  a  glorious  God.  The  Lord,  “  the  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath 
taken  away O  for  grace  in  my  heart  to  say,  “  blessed  be  his 
name,”  and  in  every  thing  to  behave  so  as  that  glory  may  re¬ 
dound  to  it.  God  assist  and  sanctify  us.  My  daughter  was  carried 
to  her  house,  the  grave,  at  two  o’clock;  my  son  William  and 
myself  attended  with  a  few  mourning  friends.  We  spent  the  after¬ 
noon  in  worship  in  the  family  and  secret.  The  Lord  have  mercy 
on  us,  and  support  and  sanctify  us.  This  was  Loixl’s  day,  Sep¬ 
tember  22d,  1793.' 

•  Sefitember  23d,  O  Lord,  the  surviving  part  of  the  family  tliou 
hast  brought  to  the  light  of  another  day.  Endeavoured  to  attend 
the  worship  of  God  in  the  family,  and  I  hope  with  some  submis¬ 
sion  to  God’s  holy  will.  I  believe  all  prayed  in  secret.  The  Lord 
teach  us  how  to  pray,  and  grant  a  spirit  of  grace  and  supplication 
to  us  all.  O  grant,  gracious  God,  that  we  may  partake  of  thy 
holiness.  Mrs.  Sproat  is  exceedingly  afflicted  with  the  complaint 
in  her  throat.  It  was  thought  that  it  might  be  advantageous  for 
her  to  ride  a  little ;  accordingly  my  son  rode  out  with  her  a  few 
miles:  in  the  mean  while  I  scrawled  over  a  melancholy  letter  to 
my  children  at  Darby,  informing  them  of  the  distressed  state  of 
our  family,  and  city,  and  of  the  sore  breach  which  God  hath  made 
upon  us.  William  went  with  the  letter  and  found  them  well.  O 
that  God  would  be  pleased  to  sanctify  the  melancholy  tidings  to 
them  all.  O  Lord  we  are  in  trouble ;  undeitake  for  us,  and  help 
us,  and  show  us  the  joys  of  thy  salvation  for  Jesus  Christ’s 
sake,  amen. 

\To  be  concluded  in  our  next,} 
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RELIGIOUS  AND  MORAL  DISCUSSIONS. 

LOVE  TO  GOD  AND  MAN. 

The  service  that  Christ  requires  of  his  followers,  is  obedience 
to  hia  revealed  %mlL  As  all  the  particulars  in  which  this  obedience 
must  be  manifested  are  too  numerous  to  be  mentioned  here,  we 
may  take  that  concise  yet  comprehensive  rule  of  duty,  that  com- 
pend  of  the  Christian  religion,  which  was  given  by  our  Lord  and 
Master,  in  answer  to  this  question,  Master,  what  must  I  do,  what 
service  do  you  require  of  me,  what  duties  must  I  discharge,  that 
I  may  obtain  eternal  life?  “  Thou  shalt  love  the  Ix)rd  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart,  and  thy  neighbour  as  thyself.”  It  is  easy  to  see 
how  all  our  duties  proceed  from,  or  are  inseparably  connected 
with  this  injunction. 

When  love  is  ardent,  it  is  generally  the  governing  motive,  and 
brings  every  other  in  subjection  to  its  authority,  or  moves  them 
at  its  pleasure.  Its  object  is  always  some  real  or  imaginary  good ; 
and  there  is  nothing  more  reasonable  than  that  God  should  be  the 
object  of  our  love ;  for  he  is  the  Lord  Jehovah,  possessed  of  aU 
possible  perfection,  both  natural  and  moral.  He  is  the  uncreated 
inexhaustible  fountain  of  life  and  happiness.  He  is  our  Father, 
Creator,  and  Preserver ;  and,  above  all,  he  is  our  Redeemer,  the 
Holy  One  of  Israel,  in  whom  we  live,  move,  and  have  our  being. 
Therefore  the  service,  that  Christ  requires  of  his  servants  is  a 
reasonable  service ;  and,  as  these  perfections  are  essential  to  the 
character  of  God,  as  we  are  daily  dependent  on  him  for  all  things, 
our  service  must  be  constant,  without  intermission. 

Love  in  general,  and  more  especially  love  to  God,  is  of  a  trans- 
forming  nature.  It  always  begets  and  nourishes  within  him  who 
has  it,  the  image  of  the  beloved  object;  and  he  becomes  a  “  new 
man,  renewed  in  knowledge  after  the  image  of  Him  that  created 
him.”  This  new  man,  this  divine  image,  will  delight  in  the  law 
of  God ;  his  obedience  will  be  a  willing  and  cheerful  obedience, 
not  produced  by  slavish  fear. 

Sincere  love  will  always  incline  us  to  act  agreeably  to  the  will 
and  pleasure  of  the  beloved  object ;  therefore  the  prevailing  desire 
of  the  Christian  is  to  have  respect  unto  all  God’s  commandments. 
As  far  as  we  succeed  in  this  delightful  task,  we  shall  feel  joy  and 
peace  springing  up  within  us ;  but  so  far  as  sin  shall  obtain  domi^ 
nion  over  us  we  shall  be  filled  with  sorrow  and  contrition  of  heart. 
Hence  we  see  the  connexion  and  necessity  of  those  other  christiau 
duties,  that  originate  from  a  liability  to,  and  a  consciousness  of, 
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sin ;  such  as  repentance,  deep  humility,  self  abasement,  constant 
watchfulness  and  care,  and  fervent  prayer  to.  God  for  divine  as¬ 
sistance.  . 

That  object  that  we  love  we  earnestly  desire  to  obtain ;  and 
that  which  we  thus  desire  we  pursue  and  rest  not  until  it  is  ours. 
Thus  the  faithful  servant  of  Jesus  may  use  the  emphatical  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Psalmist,  As  the  hart  fianteth  after  the  water  brooksy 
€0  panteth  my  soul  for  theey  O  God  I  Tea,  my  hearty  and  my  Jieah 
crieth  out  for  the  living  God!  And  while  they  are  separated  from 
the  immediate  enjoyment  of  him  whom  their  souls  love,  by  the 
veil  of  flesh  and  sense,  they  still  seek  after  God  in  the  diligent  use 
of  the  stated  means  of  grace,  whereby  alone  they  can  expect  the 
divine  assistance.  They  are  engaged  in  meditation  and  pi*ayer, 
in  reading  and  hearing  the  word,  and  attending  the  ordinances  of 
his  house.  In  this  way  it  is,  that  the  Christian  often  receives  sweet 
intimations  of  the  love  of  God ;  which  though  they  greatly 
strengthen  and  refresh,  yet  do  not  fully  satisfy  the  desires  of  the 
thirsty  soul.  These  means,  these  ordinances,  these  blessed  medi¬ 
ums  of  communication,  are  yet  indications  of  their  absence  from 
the  beloved  of  their  souls ;  therefore  they  cry  out,  “  my  soul  still 
thirsteth  for  God,  for  the  living  God;”  and  cannot  conclude  with¬ 
out  this  longing,  disconsolate  expostulation.  When,  “  O I  when 
shall  I  come  and  appear,  before  God  in  his  kingdom  of  glory  ?” 
While  they  are  thus  travelling  through  this  vale  of  tears,  acknow¬ 
ledging  and  feeling  themselves  strangers  and  pilgrims,  far  from 
their  Father’s  house,  absent  from  their  dear  Lord  and  Master, 
they  have  a  strong  and  natural  attachment  to  those  who  bear  his 
lovely  image  here  upon  earth. 

From  this  principle  of  love  to  God  proceeds  the  other  com¬ 
prehensive  branch  of  Christian  duty,  “  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neigh¬ 
bour  as  thyself.”  The  hearts  of  those  who  love  God  will  dilate 
with  love  to  all  mankind,  but  especially  to  the  children  of  God ; 
‘‘  for  every  one  that  loveth  him  that  l>egatj  loveth  him  also  that 
is  begotten.”  Let  it  be  remarked,  that  if  they  love  each  other  for 
their  conformity  to  Christ,  the  name  by  which  they  are  known  as 
a  denomination,  can  have  no  influence  at  all  in  determining  their 
love.  It  is  actual  holiness  of  heart  and  life  in  which  a  real  con¬ 
formity  to  Christ  consists,  and  it  is  this  alone  that  will  excite 
genuine  Christian  love.  Thus  meeting  with  each  other,  children 
of  the  same  parents,  fighting  against  the  same  enemies,  travelling 
to  the  same  better  country,  from  this  similarity  in  circumstance 
and  disposition  of  mind,  love  kindles  and  blends  and  spreads  till 
the  whole  family  of  heaven  are  connected  in  the  indissoluble  bond. 


Under  the  influence  of  this  brotherly  love,  they  will  mutually' 
assist,  comfort,  and  pray  for  each  other ;  and  when  the  Christian 
beholds  multitudes  of  his  fellow  creatures  crouding  the  broad  road 
to  endless  perdition,  his  love  towards  them  is  mingled  with  the 
most  tender  and  bleeding  concern  for  their  salvation,  and  will  en¬ 
deavour  to  be  instrumental  in  effecting  it  by  his  example,  his 
converaation,  and  his  prayers.  Thus  we  see,  that  love  is  in  fact 
what  the  scripture  represents  it  to  be,  the  fulfilling  of  the  lav>» 

We  may  now  see  what  kind  of  service  our  Lord  and  Master 
has  a  right  to  ex|>ect  from  his  servants.  It  must  be  rational;  it 
must  be  universal,  both  with  respect  to  time  and  place ;  it  must 
be  voluntary  and  sincere.  It  does  not  debar  us  from  a  single  en¬ 
joyment  that  is  truly  consistent  with  reason.  It  does  not  require 
us  to  desert  the  business  or  the  men  of  this  world ;  but  it  requires 
us  to  keep  the  concerns  of  time  in  due  subordination  to  the  great 
realities  of  eternity,  and  at  all  times,  and  in  all  circumstances  to 
feel  the  governing  influence  of  religion  upon  our  minds.  It  re¬ 
quires  us  to  make  the  revealed  will  of  God  the  rule,  and  the  glory 
of  God  and  the  salvation  of  our  souls  the  end,  of  all  our  thoughts, 
words,  and  actions. 

OF  NEBUCHADNEZZAR. 

No.  II. 

The  afflictions  of  life  are  often  applied,  in  the  wisdom  of  God, 
as  correctives  to  recover  men  from  the  disordered  state  into 
which,  in  consequence  of  guilt,  they  have  fallen.  A  more  rigorous 
and  painful  course  encounters  the  disease  when  very  inveterate. 
“  What  good  can  arise  from  this  teasing  cough,  this  oppressive 
languor,  this  agonizing  pain  ?  I  am  no  better  than  I  should  have 
been,  had  I  continued  in  health,”  was  the  language  of  a  thought¬ 
less  man,  under  a  tedious  sickness.  It  expresses  an  undoubted 
truth,  that  without  the  divine  blessing,  nothing  will  be  effectual  to 
curb  the  insolence,  or  overcome  the  stubbornness,  of  a  heart  de¬ 
ceitful  above  all  things  and  desperately  wicked. 

The  hand  of  God  reduced  Nebuchadnezzar  to  the  lowest  degra¬ 
dation.  How  he  was  affected  thereby  I  shall  afterwards  examine, 
confining  the  present  examination  entirely  to  that  calamity  which 
brought  him  low. 

The  king,  walking  on  an  eminence,  either  on  the  palace,  or 
in  the  hanging  gardens  prepared  for  the  queen,  from  which 
Babylon  appeared  to  great  advantage,  exalted  himself  above  hu¬ 
manity  at  the  thought  of  his  stupendous  works,  his  extensive 
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empire,  and  splendid  glory.  ‘‘  Is  not  this  great  Babylon,  that  I 
have  built  for  the  house  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  might  of  my 
power,  and  for  the  honour  of  my  majesty?  While  the  word  was 
in  the  king’s  mouth,  there  fell  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying,  O 
king  Nebuchadnezzar,  to  thee  it  is  spoken ;  the  kingdom  is  de¬ 
parted  from  thee ;  and  they  shall  drive  thee  from  men,  and  thy 
dwelling  shall  be  w  ith  the  beasts  of  the  field ;  they  shall  make  . 
thee  to  eat  grass  as  oxen,  and  seven  times  shall  pass  over  thee,  un¬ 
til  thou  know  that  the  Most  High  ruleth  in  the  kingdom  of  men, 
and  giveth  it  to  whomsoever  he  will.  The  same  hour  was  the 
thing  fulfilled  upon  Nebuchadnezzar ;  and  he  was  driven  from 
men,  and  did  eat  grass  as  oxen,  and  his  body  was  wet  with  the 
dew  of  heaven,  till  his  hail's  were  grown  like  eagles*  feathers,  and 
his  nails  like  birds’  claws.”  The  moment  when  his  pride  rose  to 
the  highest’ pitch,  was  the  moment  when  he  was  overtaken  with 
the  divine’ judgments.  This  is  the  usual  course  of  Providence. 
The  hour  of  Herod’s  pride  was  the  hour  of  his  humiliation. 
“  Upon  a  set  day,  Herod,  arrayed  in  royal  apparel,  sat  upon  his 
throne,  and  made  an  oration  unto  them.  And  the  people  gave  a 
shout,  saying,  it  is  the  voice  of  a  god,  and  not  of  a  man.  And 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  smote  him,  because  he  gave  not  God  the 
glory  ;  and  he  was  eaten  of  worms,  and  gave  up  the  ghost.”  This* 
fine  robe,  richly  wrought  w  ith  silver,  and  reflecting  the  rays  of  the 
sun  with  unusual  and  almost  urisupportable  splendour,  bore  some 
resemblance  to  the  Shechinah,  and  gave  his  flatterers  room  to 
compliment  him  as  a  deity,  w^hich  honour  being  impious  enough 
to  admit,  Herod,  in  the  divine  displeasure,  was  immediately  seized 
with  a  disease,  of  all  others  the  most  loathsome  and  tormenting. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s  disease  is  represented  differently  by  different 
writers.  Some  erroneously  suppose  that  he  became  a  real  ox, 
both  in  app)earance  and  in  inclination.  The  probability  is  that, 
however  little  or  much  there  might  be  of  supernatural  agency  in 
his  case,  he  fell  into  a  state  of  hypochondriacal  madness.  This 
disease  has  its  seat  in  the  imagination.  Under  its  influence  men 
have  supposed  themselves  wolves,  dogs,  or  cows ;  and  have  imi¬ 
tated  in  their  motions  and  behaviour  these  animals.  The  daughters 
of  Proetus,  according  to  the  representation  of  Virgil,  traversed 
the  fields,  under  this  species  of  madness ;  frequently  they  bellowed, 
and  dreaded  the  plough.  We  read  of  a  husbandman  in  Padua, 
who,  imagining  that  he  was  a  w’olf,  attacked  and  killed  several 
persons.  He  resembled  that  animal  in  howling,  in  a  desire  to 
range  the  country,  and  to  flee  from  man,  and  in  a  rapacity  which 
rendered  him  extremely  dangerous.  Nebuchadnezzar’s  mind  was 
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equally  disordered.  Astonished  at  his  behaviour,  his  people  bound 
him  with  fetters ;  but  escaping  from  them,  he  lived  agreeably  to 
his  supposed  transformation.  Uncommonly  furious,  it  was  ha¬ 
zardous  to  approach  him.  He  had  no  repose  but  on  one  day  of 
tlie  week,  which  was  the  sabbath.  Then  he  enjoyed  periodical 
lucid  intervals,  when  his  discourse  was  calm  and  instructive. 
During  one  of  these  intervals,  casting  his  eye  upon  a  stranger 
who  was  passing  through  his  gloomy  haunts,  he-  is  said  to  have 
broken  silence,  in  a  few  impressive  words :  “  Heaven  suffers  me 
to  have  intervals  of  reason,  to  make  me  sensible,  that  I  do  not 
possess  it  as  a  property.  A  superior  being  takes  it  from  me,  and 
restores  it  when  he  pleaseth.  He  who  gives  it  me  is  a  sovereign 
intelligence,  who  holds  all  nature  in  his  hand,  and  c^  dispose  it 
in  order,  or  overturn  it,  according  to  his  pleasure.  Blinded,  hitherto, 
by  pride,  and  corrupted  by  prosperity,  I  said  within  myself,  and 
to  the  false  friends  who  were  about  me.  We  were  bom  by  chance, 
and  after  death  we  shall  be,  as  if  we  had  never  been.  The  soul  is 
a  spark  of  fire  which  goes  out,  when  the  body  is  reduced  to  ashes. 
Come,  let  us  enjoy  the  present  good ;  let  us  make  haste  to  ex¬ 
haust  all  pleasures;  let  us  diink  the  most  delicious  wines,  and 
perfume  ourselves  with  odoriferous  oils ;  let  us  crown  ourselves 
with  roses  before  they  wither ;  let  strength  be  our  only  law,  and 
pleasure  the  rule  of  our  duty ;  let  us  make  the  just  fall  into  snares, 
because  they  dishonour  us  by  their  viitues;  let  us  try  them  with 
affronts  and  torments,  that  we  may  see  whether  they  be  s’meere. 
Thus  it  was  1  blasphemed  against  heaven,  and  this  is  the  source 
of  my  misery.  Alas  I  alasl  1  have  deserved  it  all.”  Pronouncing 
these  words,  he  arose  from  the  grass,  where  he  lay,  under  the 
shade  of  willows,  and  hastened  to  hide  himself  in  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  forest.  It  was  observed,  that  his  countenance,  although  iaded 
with  grief,  still  retained  an  air  of  majesty.  Often  he  looked  to 
heaven,  and  repeatedly  sent  forth  deep  sighs,  accompanied  with 
many  tears. 

What  we  may  have  seen  of  persons  under  hypochondriacal . 
affections,  or  have  read  of  them  in  history,  gives  credibility  to  this 
account  of  Nebuchadnezzar’s  situation.*  I  have  been  well  informed 
of  persons,  under  this  disorder,  who  could  not  dwell  in  inhabited 
places,  nor  enter  a  public  assembly,  without  tlie  dread  of  sufl'oea- 

•  Dr.  Watts,  whose  fame  is  known  in  the  churches,  fell  into  this  dis¬ 
temper  towards  the  close  of  his  life.  His  stature  was  low,  and  he  was  by 
no  means  corpulent,  yet  he  was  under  an  impression  that  his  size  was 
so  enormous,  that  na  horse  could  bear  his  weight,  nor  door  admit  his 
entrance. 


tion.  I  have  seen  such  sufferers  magnify  a  trifle  into  a  matter  of 
great  importance,  and  what  did  not  exist,  into  an  agonizing  reality. 
Let  the  disease  arrive  at  its  most  virulent  state,  and  none  of  the 
effects  thereof,  which  have  already  been  stated,  are  at  all  improba¬ 
ble.  It  is  not  less  a  divine  judgment,  that  it  may  be  accounted  for 
on  natural  principles.  Hezekiah’s  recovery 'Was  miraculous,  yet 
it  was  effected  by  a  suitable  application.  Herod’s  death  was  mira¬ 
culous,  yet  it  was  brought  about  by  worms.  God  may  operate 
either  with  or  without  means:  still,  as  in  the  instance  of  Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar,  we  must  acknowledge  his  hand,  who  deprived  this 
tyrant,  whether  by  miracle  or  otherwise,  of  that  reason  which  he 
had  sadly  abused,  and,  with  some  lucid  intervals,  held  him  under 
depression  for  seven  years. 

Nebuchadnezzar  pretended  to  be  independent  of  God,  and 
immoveably  fixed  on  the  highest  pinnacle  of  human  grandeur. 
Dangerous  pretension !  fatal  eminence  I  He  was  degraded  below 
humanity  ;  he  fell  into  unusual  disgrace.  See  him  on  the  moun¬ 
tains,  among  the  beasts ;  no  trace  of  reason ;  no  remains  of  former 
grandeur.  His  attendants,  his  authority,  his  honours  were  de¬ 
parted.  Behold  him  a  lonely,  helpless,  despicable  wretch.  ^  Is 
this  the  man  that  made  the  earth  to  tremble;  that  did  shake 
kingdoms ;  that  made  the  world  as  a  wilderness,  and  destroyed 
the  cities  thereof ;  that  opened  not  the  house  of  his  prisoners.” 
He  said  in  his  heart,  “  I  will  ascend  unto  heaven,  I  will  exalt  my 
throne  above  the  stars  of  God,  I  will  ascend  above  the  heights  of 
the  clouds;  I  will  be  like  the  most  high.”  Nations  beheld  his 
fate,  and  exclaimed  in  scorn,  “  Art  thou  also  become  weak  as  we  ? 
Art  thou  become  like  unto  us  ?  How  art  thou  fallen,  son  of  the 
morning  !  How  art  thou  cut  down  to  the  ground,  which  didst 
weaken  the  nations  1” 

PHILOLOGOS. 

[  To  be  continued, '\ 


FOR  THE  EVANGELICAL  INTELLIGENCER. 

QUtRE. 

The  writers  of  the  New  Testament  were  Jews,  who  cannot  be 
supposed,  considering  their  rank  in  life,  to  have  been  acquainted  with 
any  language,  but  the  language  spoken  in  Judea.  How  came  they 
to  be  able  to  write  in  Greek?  They  were  endowed  with  the  gift 
of  tongues.  Is  this  a  specimen  of  that  gift,  presented  to  succeeding 
ages?  An  answer  to  this  question  will  greatly  oblige  some  of 
your  readers. 
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AN  ORIGINAL  LETTER 


From  the  Rev,  Samuel  Dccvies^  firesident  qf  the  College  of  JSTevt^Jereeyi 

DEAR  SIR, 

As  I  heartily  condoled  with  Mrs.  —  and  yourself,  in  your 
affliction,  I  now  allow  myself  the  pleasure  to  hope  your  health, 
the  greatest  blessing  our  mortal  fmmes  are  capable  of,  is  restored ; 
and  send  you  my  sincerest  congratulations.  Happy  we !  if  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  daily  augmentation  of  our  obligations  to  the  Pre¬ 
server  of  men,  our  pious  gratitude  also  increases. 

Though  the  hurry  of  your  business  may  indispose  you  for 
speculation,  yet,  as  I  persuade  myself  it  does  not  erase  the  im¬ 
pressions  of  friendship,  your  letters  are  always  acceptable  to  me, 
however  trifling  they  appear  to  yourself.  *Tis  an  information  of 
no  small  importance  to  me  that 

“  You  eat,  and  drink,  and  sleep,  and  then 
You  eat,  and  drink,  and  sleep  again,” 

especially  seeing  in  this  method  you  converse  with  me  on  a  level,  and 
pay  me  in  my  own  coin :  and  indeed,  unless  you  could  condescend 
to  trifle  a  little,  you  would  soon  be  impatient  of  my  correspondence. 
My  thoughts  often  pursue  my  letters,  and  recollect  a  hundred 
silly  things  in  them  which  afford  me  some  uneasiness  till  I  reflect 
that  they  were  sent  to  a  friend. 

I  would  have  sent  you  a  cabinet  of  jewels  (or,  to  do  them  jus¬ 
tice,  a  cargo  of  poetical  lumber)  with  this ;  but  I  was  scrupulous 
of  conveying  such  precious  wares  by  I  know  not  whom;  and 
therefore  *tis  likely  I  must  reserve  to  myself  the  honour  of  en¬ 
riching  you  when  1  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you. 

But,  my  dear  sir,  these  awkward  witticisms  are  really  forced 
and  unnatural  at  present ;  for  the  habitual  levity  of  my  mind  is  a 
little  interrupted,  and  1  am  in  a  pretty  serious  mood.  I  have  been 
taking  a  delightful  garden  walk  this  morning,  where  even  my 
barren  imagination  could  not  but  suggest  a  thousand  instructive 
lessons  from  the  blooming  creation.  The  verdure  of  the  vegeta¬ 
tive  tribes,  the  fragrance  of  the  flowers,  and  the  haiTnony  of  the 
aerial  choir  which  in  various  forms  were  paying  the  tribute  of 
praise  to  tlie  great  Source  of  life  and  beauty,  reproached  the 
languor  of  my  heart  in  devotion,  and  the  silence  of  my  tongue  in 
praise.  The  inanimate  world  seemed  to  importune  me  to  express 
their  dumb  gratitud.^  in,  human  language,  and  be  the  intei*preter 
of  the  universal  hallelujah ;  which  suggested  to  me  a  stanza  of 
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Herbertj  which  wants  nothing  but  a  modem  dress  to  render  it 
truly  poetical: 

Man  is  the  world’s  high  priest:  who  doth  refrain, 

“  Doth  not  refrain  unto  himself  alone 
But  robs  a  thousand  who  would  praise  thee  fain, 

“  And  so  commits  a  world  of  sin  in  one 


yet  a  consciousness  of  guilt  abased  my  silly  pride,  and  distressed 
me  with  the  horrid  charge  of  sacrilege.  Alas  I  I  am  a  fallen  de¬ 
generate  creature.  In  whatever  way  the  degeneracy  was  conveyed, 
whether  by  Adam’s  representativeship  or  some  other,  I  have  as 
glaring  evidences  that  I  deeply  share  of  it  as  of  my  own  existence. 
’Tis  truly  astonishing,  sir,'  that  the  candidates  for  eternity  should 
confine  their  thoughts  and  projects  so  much  to  the  trifles  of  time. 
Alas  1  the  world  is  asleep ;  unapprehensive  of  the  substantial 
realities  which  shall  soon  succeed  to  these  fleeting  vanities.  Will 
the  freedom  of  a  friend  be  sufficient  to  excuse  me  if  I  here  usurp 
the  character  of  your  serious  monitor  ?  O !  dear  sir,  do  not  trust 
your  eternal  all  on  an  implicit  venture;  do  not  suspend  your 
everlasting  state  on  a  doubtful  fierha/is;  but  give  all  diligence  to 
make  your  calling  and  election  sure.  A  mere  possibility  of  mis¬ 
taking  in  this  is  more  shocking  than  the  certain  expectation  of 
any  other  misery.  Remember,  sir,  that  that  plausible  fashionable 
religion  which  the  generality  seem  to  rest  in  as  sufficient,  is  not 
the  religion  of  Jesus ;  .  . 


May  those  preludes  of  your  final  dissolution  which  have  lately 
afflicted,  if  they  do  not  now  afflict  your  mortal  frames,  be  happy 
excitements  to  a  speedy  preparation.  If  my  prayers  are  heard 
on  your  behalf,  you  will  be  both  heirs  together  of  the  grace  of 
life.  May  Mrs.  —  be  mindful  of  restoring  mercy,  and  ripe 
for  death  whenever  it  may  come  I  But  oh  I  the  world  soon  begins 
to  charm  us  with  its  flattering  allurements,  and  render  us  un¬ 
mindful  of  the  juster  estimate  we  formed  of  them,  when  on  the 
border  of  eternity. 

Pardon,  dear  sir,  pardon  this  “  new-light  cant for  I  should 
really  offer  violence  to  my  mind  should  I  write  more  ingeniously, 
or  less  solemnly.  Pray,  dear  sir,  write  to  me  sense,  nonsense,  or 
what  you  please  ;  for  I  am  sure  you  do  not  know  the  pleasure 
your  letters  aflbrd  me.  I  am  youi^’s,  &c. 

S.  D. 
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Therefore  forsake  the  fashionable  ci’owd, 
And  claim  the  honour  to  be  singly  good. 


FRAGMENTS. 


Judea,  though  a  country  of  little  eminence,  when  compared 
with  the  mighty  empires  of  the  earth,  was  not  so  very  inconsi¬ 
derable  as  it  is  usually  represented,  when  compared  more  justly 
with  the  kingdoms  which  flourished  nearer  to  its  own  time.  The 
truth  is,  that  we  annex  certain  ideas  of  dignity  and  greatness  to 
the  kingdoms  of  Troy,  Argos,  Crete,  and  Lydia,  and  the  different 
states  of  Greece,  because  poets  and  historians  have  magnified 
their  importance  in. our  youthful  minds;  and  because  the  im¬ 
pressions  which  we  then  formed  are  ever  after  retained.  It  has 
been  frequently  asked  which  of  the  great  monarchies  of  the  an¬ 
cient  world  exceeded  in  magnificence  the  court  of  Solomon  and 
the  temple  of  Jerusalem.  The  astonishment,  admiration,  and 
awe  expressed  by  Alexander  and  by  Titus  when  they  beheld  the 
temple,  exclude  the  idea  of  exaggerated  description,  and  appear 
to  establish  a  claim  to  superior  grandeur  and  wealth ;  while  the 
simple  patriarchal  manners  of  the  people  must  increase  the 
wonder. 

Porphyry,  who  lived  in  the  third  century,  and  was  an  acute 
and  learned  writer  agsdnst  Christianity,  confessed  that  Moses  flou¬ 
rished  near  one  thousand  years  before  any  of  the  Greek  philoso¬ 
phers;  an3  it  is  well  known  that  Herodotus,  was  contemporary 
with  Malachi,  the  last  of  the  prophets,  whose  writings  close  the 
sacred  volume  of  Jewish  history.  Hence  Josephus  speaks  with 
great  contempt  of  the  late  origin  of  Grecian  literature. 

Moses  was  of  tlie  tribe  of  Levi,  and  bom  in  the  year  before^ 
Christ  1567,  and  in  the  year  of  the  world  2433.  His  name  in  the 
Egyptian  language  is  “  Preserved  out  of  the  wcterP 

Origen  tells  Celsus,  in  his  sixth  book,  fol.  279,  that  Moses  and 
the  prophets  were  not  only  more  ancient  than  Plato,  but  even  than 
Homer  himself,  yea  than  the  very  invention  of  letters  among  the 
Grecians.  He  also  says,  that  whatever  useful  and  excellent  no¬ 
tions  the  great  masters  of  religion  in  the  heathen  world  had 
amongst  them,  it  is  plain  they  borrowed,  or  rather  stole,  from  the 
writings  of  the  ancient  Jews.  This  also  has  been  fully  proved  by 
Clemens  of  Alexandria,  and  Tertullian  before  him,  who  show, 
that  ail  their  poets  had  drank  deep  at  the  foimtain  of  the  prophets. 


and  had  formed  their  best  doctrines  and  opinions  from  thence^ 
tliough  subtilely  altering  and  disguising  them,  to  make  them  look 
more  like  their  own. 


Numenius,  the  Pythagorean  philosopher,  says  that  ^  Janner 
and  Jambres  (or  rather  Membres)  who  were  the  children  of 
Balaam,  were  inferior  to  none  in  magic  skill,  •  and  therefore  were 
chosen  by  common  consent  to  oppose  Musseus  (as  the  heathen 
called  Moses)  the  leader  of  the  Jews,”  whom  he  styles  a  man 
mo9t  fiowerjul  with  God  in  firayer. 


Chalcidius,  the  Platonist,  says,  Moses  was  the  wisest  of  men, 
and  was  enlivened  not  by  human  elocjuence,  but  by  divine  inspira¬ 
tion.  Stralx)  mentions  Moses,  and  the  ancient  Jews,  with  com¬ 
mendation.  He  says  that  “  many,  in  honor  to  the  Divine  Majesty, 
went  out  of  Egypt  with  Moses,  rejecting  the  worship  of  the 
Egyptians  and  other  nations,  inasmuch  as  Moses  had  instructed 
them,  that  God  was  not  to  be  worshipped  by  any  image,  and  that 
he  would  reveal  himself  only  to  the  pure  and  virtuous.” 


Isaiah  was  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  and  of  noble  birth.  He  began 
to  prophesy  about  758  years  before  Christ,  in  the  year  of  the 
world  3246.  He  was  nearly  cotemporary  with  Hosea,  Joel,  Amos, 
and  Micah,  and  was  put  to  death  about  698  years  before  Christ. 
His  name  signifies  “  the  satvution  of  Jehovah,^'  Jeremiah  was  of  the 
line  of  the  priesthood,  and  consequently  of  the  tribe  of  Levi.  He 
exercised  the  prophetical  office  more  than  forty  years,  nearly  at 
the  same  time  with  Zephaniah.  It  is  most  probable,  that  he  w^as 
put  to  death  in  Egypt,  the  people  there  being  incensed  against 
him,  on  account  of  his  predictions-  concerning  their  kingdom. 
Daniel  was  a  descendant  of  the* kings  of  Judah.  He  was  carried 
away  captive  to  Babylon  in  the  fourth  year  of  Jehoiakim,  402  years 
before  Christ,  in  the  year  of  the  world  3398,  when  he  was  about 
18  years  old.  Malachi  lived  alx)ut  400  years  before  Christ.  His 
name  signifies  ‘‘  HU  angel  or  messenger  ”  He  saw  the  second 
temple  completed. 


At  the  taking  of  the  second  temple  of  Jerusalem  by  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  a  Roman  soldier,  without  receiving  any  orders,  nay  as  it 
appears  contrary  to  orders,  threw  a  flaming  brand  into  one  of  the 
'^vindows,  which  set  fire  to  the  buildings.  With  violent  outcries, 
the  Jews  rushed  in  to  extinguish  the  flames,  and  spared  no  effort, 
ijot  even  the  risk  of  life  itself,  to  save  that  sacred  edifice,  on 
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which  they  vidnly  rested  their  security.  Titus,  informed  of  what 
had  happened,  hastened  to  the  spot,  with  his  officers  and  attendant 
legions.  But  in  Vain  he  waved  his  hand— in  vain  he  raised  his 
voice,  commanding  his  soldiers  to  extinguish  the  fire.  So  great  was 
the  clamour  and  tumult,  that  no  attention  was  paid,  even  to  him. 


It  is  recorded  by  Maimohides,  the  famous  Jewish  writer,  and 
likewise  in  the  Jewish  Talmud,  that  Terentius  Rufiis,  an  officer 
in  the  army  of  Titus,  with  a  ploughshare  tore  up  the  foundations 
of  the  temple,  and  thus  remarkably  fulfilled  the  words  of  the 
prophet  Micah ;  “  Therefore  shall  Zion  for  your  sake,  be  ploughed 
as  a  field,  and  Jerusalem  shall  be  an  heap,  and  the  mountain  of 
the  house,  as  the  high  place  of  the  forest.”  Chap.  iii.  12. 


Forty-seven  years  after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  Adrian 
found  it  a  heap  of  ruins.  He  rebuilt  it,  and  called  the  new  city 
Elia,  and  placed  a  colony  in  it,  and  dedicated  a  temple  to  Jupiter 
Capitolinus,  in  room  of  the  temple  of  Jehovali.  This  profanation 
of  the  holy  place  was  the  great  cause  of  the  rebellions  and  suf¬ 
ferings  of  the  Jews  during  the  reign  of  Adrian.  The  city  was 
once  more  taken  and  bunit.  Adrian  rebuilt  it,  reestablished  the 
colony,  ordered  the  statue  of  a  hog  to  be  set  up  over  the  gate 
that  opened  towards  Bethlehem,  and  published  an  edict,  strictly 
forbidding  any  Jew,  on  pain  of  death,  to  enter  the  city,  or  even  to 
look  at  it  from  a  distance. 


The  total  subversion  of  the  Jewish  government,  religious  and 
civil,  cait  scarcely  be  more  strikingly  represented  than  by  the  de¬ 
cree  issued  by  Vespasian,  immediately  after  Jeinisalem  was 
destroyed,  ordering  all  the  lands  of  the  Jews  to  be  sold  for  his 
own  use,  “  and  all  the  Jews,  wheresoever  they  dwelt,  to  pay  each 
man  every  year,  the  same  sum  to  the  capitol  of  Rome,  that  they 
had  before  paid  to  the  temple  at  Jerusalem.” 


Tacitus,  though  an  avowed  enemy  to  the  Jews,  and  a  heathen 
historian,  gives  this  account  of  that  people.  ‘‘  The  Jews,”  says  he, 
“  worshipped  but  one  God,  whom  they  conceived  of,  only  in 
thought,  a  sovereign,  eternal,  unchangeable  God.  They  esteem 
those  profane,  who  employ  perishable  substances  to  represent 
the  Divinity  under  a  human  form.  For  this  reason  they  have  no 
statues  in  their  temples,  nor  even  in  their  cities.  They  arc 
strangers  to  the  method  of  flattering  princes  and  do  not  pay  this 
compliment  even  to  our  Cxsars/*^ 
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'  James  Capella,  and  other  interpreters,  say  that  the  Israelites 
did  not  borrow^  but  demanded,  the  jewels^  8cc.‘  of  the  Egyptians. 
Indeed  the  word  nheal  in  Hebrew  signifies  very  frequently,  to  de* 
mand  and  not  to  borrow.*  Josephus  says,  that  the  Egyptians  made 
great  presents  to  the  Hebrews ;  some  out  of  regard,  and  some 
in  order  to  make  them  leave  their  country  speedily. 

The  authors  of  the  Letters  to  the  Jews,  say,  “  When  we  re¬ 
flect  bn  the  baneful  systems  set  up  in  ages  past,  and  in  this  one 
too,  by  philosophers  (or  at  least  pretenders  to  philosophy) ;  when 
we  see  the  providence  of  God,  his  justice  and  even  his  existence 
contested ;  fatality  introduced ;  lil>erty  destroyed ;  the  land  marks 
of  right  and  wrong  daringly  tom  up  or  placed  with  uncertainty 
by  those  pretenders  to  wisdom ;  man  degraded ;  all  the  bonds  of 
society  dissolved;  vain  imaginations  and  racking  doubts  substituted 
in  the  place  of  the  most  comfortable  and  salutary  truths  ;  when 
we  see  these  things,  our  spirit  is  stirred  up  '  at  all  these  errors, 
and  we  cannot  help  thinking  ourselves  happy  in  being  preserved 
from  them,  by  such  reasonable  and  holy  laws.  O  Israel  I  happy 
are  we,  for  the  things  that  are  pleasing,  to  God  are  made  known 
to  us.  He  hath  not  dealt  so  with  any  nation.” 


REVIEW. 


The  Guide  to  Domestic  Happiness  ( by  the  author  of  the  Refuge ) 
the  first  American  edition^  l2mo,  p.  p.  185.  JVew  Haven^  printed 
for  Cook  ^  Co.  price  87  cents. 

Such  was  the  popularity  of  this  little  volume,  that  it  ran 
through  six  editions  in  England  in  a  short  time  ;  and  it  was  not 
until  the  fifth  was  issued  that  it  could  be  obtained  on  this  side  of 
the  water.  This  circumstance  affords  no  trifling  proof  of  the  merit 
of  the  work. 

The  object  of  this  publication  is  to  convey  instructions  for 
forming  a  matrimonial  connexion.  The  importance  of  the  sub¬ 
ject,  none  can  deny ;  nor  are  there  many  who  will  not  feel  them¬ 
selves  in  some  manner  interested  therein.  He,  therefore,  who 

/ 

shall  have  afforded  instmction  by  which  matrimonial  connexions 
may  be  more  judiciously  and  happily  formed,  and  the  domestic 
happiness  of  mankind  established  upon  a  more  substantial  basis, 
will  have  laboured  in  a  most  noble  cause,  and  will  be  entitled  to  a 
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more  lasting  honour,  than  many  whose  names  descend  from  age 
to  age  with  claims  for  perpetual  veneration. 

The  work  before  us  consists  of  a  series  of  letters,  addressed  to 
different  persons,  according  to  the  situations  in  which  the  instruc¬ 
tions  are  intended  to  apply.  The  three  first  are  directed  to  Me¬ 
lissa,  or  a  young  person  about  to  enter  into  matrimonial  life. 
The  first  object  of  the  writer  is  to  show,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
person  who  is  forming  this  connexion  to  do  it  with  one  who  is  a 
believer  in  the  Christian  religion.  For  this  purpose  recourse  is 
had  to  scriptui*al  authority  ;  and  the  principal  instructions  which 
he  derives  from  this  source  are  what  is  contained  in  the  words  of 
the  great  apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  when  he  says,  in  answer  to  the 
application  of  the  church  at  Corinth,  “  the  wife  is  bound  by  the  ' 
law  as  long  as  the  husband  liveth,  but  if  the  husband  is  dead,  she 
is  at  liberty  to  be  married  to  whom  she  will,  only  in  the  Lord*' 
By  this  phrase  the  author  understands  the  apostle  to  mean  only 
TO  A  TRUE  BELIEVER  IN  THE  LORD.  He  also  refcts  to  the  ex¬ 
hortation  of  the  same  apostle  when  he  says  “  be  not  unequally 
yoked  together  with  unl^elievers,”  &c ;  and  to  the  injunctions  of 
the  Almighty  himself  to  the  descendants  of  Abraham  in  regard 
to  their  connexion  with  the  Canaanitish  nations,  viz.  “  thou  shalt 
make  no  marriages  with  them,”  &c.  In  the  management  of  this 
part  of  his  undertaking  the  author  has  certainly  manifested  con¬ 
siderable  ingenuity ;  and,  we  think,  the  construction  which  he 
has  given  to  the  passages  he  cites,  is  just,  and  fully  supports  his 
position. 

Having  proved  the  illegality  of  an  unequal  union  between  be¬ 
lievers  and  unbelievers,  the  author  undertakes  to  show  its  imfiolicy. 
This  part  of  the  work  is  entitled  to  serious  consideration.  It  dis¬ 
plays  the  discord,  mutual  dissatisfaction,  sacrifices  of  conscience, 
difficulty  or  restraint  in  the  performance  of  religious  duties,  diver¬ 
sity  of  ultimate  pursuits,  distresses  arising  from  opposite  plans 
in  the  education  of  a  rising  family,  and  various  other  momentous 
evils,  which  are  almost  necessarily  consequent  upon  the  choice,  in 
either  party,  if  religious,  of  an  irreligious  associate.  By  the  fol¬ 
lowing  paragraph  the  reader  will  observe  the  manner  in  which  the 
author  has  treated  this  part  of  his  subject. 

“  If,  Melissa,  you  have  ever  been  led  to  contemplate  the  awful 
state  in  which  you  were,  when  without  hope  and  without  God  in 
the  world :  if  the  views  you  now  have  of  yourself  and  of  others 
in  a  state  of  nature  be  totally  changed;  if  you  cannot  run  with 
them,  as  in  days  past,  to  the  same  excess  of  riot,  nor  partake 
without  guilt  of  their  pleasures ;  what  happiness  can  be  reasonably 
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expected  in  a  relation  that  is  undoubtedly  the  nearest,  and  the 
most  important  of  all  earthly  connexions  ?  You  have  joys  of 
which  the  partner  of  your  life  cannot  participate :  you  have  sor¬ 
rows,  the  source  of  which  he  cannot  explore,  of  which  he  can 
bear  no  part,  and  which,  hr.d  he  inclination,  he  can  neither  re¬ 
move  nor  alleviate.  But  this  is  not  all;  you  will  feel. the  most 
bitter  anguish  in  reflecting  that  the  beloved  object  of  your  heart 
lives  estranged  from  that  God,  in  whose  favour  you  experience 
there  is  life,  and  whose  loving-kindness  is  better  than  life.  You 
cannot  but  anticipate  with  the  most  pungent  grief,  that  awful  pe¬ 
riod  which  shall  dissolve  the  tenderest  ties ;  that  may  probably 
perpetuate  to  him  the  misery  it  has  been  youf  constant  endeavour 
to  avert,  and  the  fear  of  "his  enduring  which,  has  imbittered  all 
the  sweets  of  domestic  life  !” 

In  the  fourth  and  fifth  letters  the  question  whether  a  man 
about  to  select  a  partner  for  life  should  make  money  a  necessary 
article,  is  examined.  The  author  considers  the  inquiry  as  de¬ 
termined  by  the  word  and  providence  of  God,  and  demonstrates 
its  wickedness  by  arguments  which  every  person,  wlio  does  not 
deny  the  authority  of  the  scriptures,  must  admit  to  be  substantial. 
The  impropriety  and  folly  of  seeking  for  wealth  in  this  way  is 
further  displayed,  and  in  a  striking  manner,  by  considering  the 
unsubstantial  nature  of  the  acquisition,  and  by  contrasting  the 
happiness  of  him  who  has  it,  with  that  of  him  who  has  made  his 
choice  with  other  views,  and  for  more  rational  purposes. 

The  next  letter  is  addressed  to  Eliza,  who  is  supposed  to  be 
united  to  the  man  of  her  heart,  and  contains  instructions  for  the 
preservation  of  that  attachment  which  is  the  bond  of  their  union. 
The  causes  which  may  operate  to  lessen  this  attachment  are 
faithfully  and  fully  exhibited,  and  the  course  to  be  pursued  to  avoid 
their  effect  is  clearly  unfolded.  This  letter  is  eminently  entitled  to 
the  attention  of  every  female.  The  instructions  it  contains  are  prin¬ 
cipally  derived  from  Dean  Swift’s  letter  to  a  young  married  lady, 
which  displays  more  sound  sense,  and  important  advice,  than  was 
ever  communicated  on  the  same  subject,  in  the  same  number  of 
pages.  The  following  is  the  conclusion  of  this  part  of  the  work 
we  are  considering. 

‘‘  In  this  line  of  duty,  and  by  such  a  mutual  regard  to  each 
other’s  welfare,  you  will  taste  a  pleasure  that  cannot  be  described. 
But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  those  endearments  should  be  either 
neglected  or  forgotten ;  should  you  not  embrace  every  opportunity 
of  manifesting  your  affectionate  attachment  to  his  person  and  his 
interests ;  the  moment  is  coming  in  w’hich  you  will  remember 
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your  remissRcss ;  in  which  you  will  lament  your  want  of  duty, 
but  lament  too  late  to  requite  that  love  which  was  always  watch¬ 
ful  to  anticipate  desire ;  always  impatient  to  requite  every  act  of 
assiduity  and  kindness,  a«d  which  deserved  at  your  hands  the  ten- 
derest  re^rd.  When  a  husband  ‘  is  carried  to  the  grave,  we  at  once 
find  excuses  for  every  weakness,  and  palliations  of  every  fault; 
we  recollect  a  thousand  endearments,  which  before  glided  off  our 
minds  without  impression,  a  thousand  favours  unrepaid,  a  thousand 
duties  unperformed,  and  wish,  vainly  wish,  for  his  return ;  not  so 
much  that  we  may  receive,  as  that  we  may  bestow  happiness, 
and  recompense  that  kindness  which  before  we  never  understood. 
Our  crime  seems  now  irretrievable,  it  is  indelibly  recorded,  and 
the  stamp  of  fate  is  fixed  upon  it.  W e  consider,  with  the  most 
afflictive  anguish,  the  pain  which  we  have  given,  and  now  cannot 
alleviate,  and  the  losses  which  we  have  caused,  and  now  cannot 
repair.  Let  us  therefore  make  haste  to  do  what  we  shall  cer¬ 
tainly  at  last  wish  to  have  done ;  let  us  return  the  caresses  of  our 
friends,  and  endeavour  by  mutual  endearments  to  heighten  that 
tenderness  which  is  the  balm  of  life.  Let  us  be  quick  to  repent 
of  injuries  while  repentance  may  not  be  a  barren  anguish,  and 
let  us  open  our  eyes  to  every  rival  excellence,  and  pay  early  and 
willingly  those  honours  which  justice  will  compel  us  to  pay  at  last.** 

The  seventh  letter,  to  Philetus,  on  the  duties  of  persons  in 
trade,  has,  we  think,  a  powerful  application  to  the  manners  and 
practices  of  the  present  times.  The  last  letter  is  on  the  duty  and 
importance  of  family  worship,  and  contains  reasons  for  the  prac¬ 
tice  which  no  man  who  regards  the  commands  of  his  Maker,  or 
duly  estimates  the  happiness  of  himself  and  family  can  controvert 
or  disregard. 

The  style  of  this  treatise  is  well  adapted  to  its  object;  the 
principles  inculcated  are  such  as  will  bear  the  severest  scrutiny ; 
and  the  tendency  of  the  whole  is  to  advance  the  cause  of  religion 
and  human  happiness. 

ji  Sermon  on  Duellings  fireached  in  the  chafiel  of  Yale  College^  JVe-w^ 
Haven j  Se/it,  9/^,  1 804,  and  in  the  old  Presbyterian  Churchy  JYt  iv- 
Yorky  Jan,  2\sty  1805.  By  Timothy  Dvjighty  D,  D.  [iresident 
<f  Yale  College,  fi,  28.  J/e^iv-Yorky  ColUnsy  Pericinsyif  Co,  1803. 

Before  indulging  in  any  comments,  we  shall  present  a  con¬ 
siderable  portion  of  this  discourse  to  the  attention  of  the  reader. 

The  text  is  taken  fi*om  Proverbs  xxix.  17.  man  that  doeth 
violence  to  the  blood  of  any  fierson  shall  Jlee  to  the  futy  let  no  man 

stay  him.  After  some  preliminary  remarks,  explanatory  of  the. 

3  I 


passage,  the  preacher  proceeds  to  exhibit  his  views  ot  duelKng 
under  the  following  heads:  the  folly,  the  guilt,  and  the 
MISCHIEFS  of  this  crime. 

V- 

Under  the  first  head,  Dr.  Dwight  examines  the  reasons  by 
which  the  advocates  for  the  practice  have  attempted  to  vindicate 
it,  which  are,  that  it  is  a  pum%hmtnt^  a  reparation,^  and  a  prevention^ 
and  a  source  of  reputation  to  the  parties.  To  some  one  of  these' 
points  he  thinks  that  sdl  the  arguments  which  have  been  brought 
forward  in  favour  of  duelling  may  be  reduced  ;  and  accordingly 
proceeds  to  discuss,  and  answer,  them  separately  and  fully.  In 
considering  the  last  of  these  reasons,  viz.  that  it  is  a  source  of 
reputation  to  the  parties^  he  minutely,  and  with  much  discrimina¬ 
tion,  examines  all  the  particulars  in  which  a  reputation  so  ac¬ 
quired,  can  be  supposed  to  consist. 

Under  the  second  general  head  of  discourse,  the  preacher 
proceeds,  as  he  proposed,  to  express  his  views  of  the  guilt  of 
duelling.  This  is  done  in  the  following  manner. 

“  The  guilt  of  duelling  involves  a  train  of  the  most  solemn  con¬ 
siderations.  An  understanding,  benumbed  by  the  torpor  of  the 
lethargy,  only,  would  fail  to  discern  them ;  a  heart  of  flint  to  feel 
them ;  and  a  conscience  vanquished,  bound,  and  trodden  under 
foot,  to  regard  them  with  horror. 

“  Duelling  is  a  violation  of  the  larvs  of  man,  ‘  Submit  to  every 
ordinance  of  man  for  the  Lord's  sake,^  is  equally  a  precept  of 
reason  and  revelation.  The  government  of  every  country  is  the 
indispensable  source  of  protection,  peace,  safety,  and  happiness, 
to  its  inhabitants;  and  the  only  means  of  transmitting  these  bless¬ 
ings,  together  with  education,  knowledge,  and  religion,  to  their 
children.  It  is  therefore  a  good,  which  cannot  be  estimated.  But 
without  obedience  to  its  laws  no  government  can  continue  a  mo¬ 
ment.  He,  therefore^  who  violates  them,  contributes  voluntarily 
to  the  destruction  of  the  government  itself,  and  of  all  the  blessings 
which  it  secures. 

“  The  laws  of  every  civilized  country  forbid  duelling,  and  forbid 
it,  in  its  various  stages,  by  denouncing  against  it  severe  and 
dreadful  penalties ;  thus  proving,  that  the  wise  and  good  men  of 
every  such  country  have,  with  one  view,  regarded  it  as  an  injury 
of  no  common  magnitude.  The  duellist,  therefore,  openly,  and 
of  system,  attacks  the  laws,  the  peace,  and  the  happiness,  of  his 
country;  loosens  the  bonds  of  society;  and  makes  an  open  war 
on  his  fellow-citizens,  and  their  posterity. 

“  At  the  same  time  he  takes  the  decision  of  his  own  controver¬ 
sies  out  of  the  hands  of  tlie  public,  and  constitutes  himself  his 
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own  judge  and  avenger.  His  arm  he  makes  the  umpire  of  all  his 
concerns  ;  and  insolently  requires  his  countrymen  to  submit  their 
interests,  when  connected  with  his  own,  to  the  adjudication  of  his 
passions.  Claiming  and  sharing  all  the  blessings  of  civilized  so¬ 
ciety,  he  arrogates,  also,  the  savage  indepelidence  of  wild  and 
brutal  nature;  wrests  the  sword  of  justice  from  the  hand  of  the 
magistrate,  and  wields  it,  as  the  weapon  of  an  assassin.  To  him 
government  is  annihilated.  Laws  and  trials,  judges  and  juries, 
vanish  before  him.  Arms  are  his  laws,  and  a  party  his  judge  j 
his  only  trial  is  a  battle,  and  his  hall  a  field  of  blood. 

“  All  his  countrymen  have  the  same  rights  which  h^  haa. 
Should  they  claim  and  exercise  what  he  clsums,  what  would  be 
the  consequence?  Every  controversy,  every  concern  of  man 
would  be  terminated  by  the  sword  and  pistol.  Civil  war,  war  waged 
by  friends  and  neighbours,  by  fathers,  sons,  and  brothers ;  a  war 
of  that  dreadful  kind  which  the  Romans  denominated  a 
would  spread  through  every  country :  a  war,  in  which  all  the 
fierce  passions  of  man  would  be  let  loose ;  and  wrath  and  malice, 
revenge  and  phrensy  would  change  the  world  into  a  dungeon 
filled  with  maniacs,  who  had  broken  their  chains,  and  glutted 
their  rage  with  each  other^s  misery.  Thus  duelling,  universally 
adopted,  would  ruin  every  country,  destroy  all  their  peace  and 
safety,  and  blast  every  hope  of  mankind.  Who  but  a  fiend  could 
willingly  contribute  to  this  devastation  ?. 

‘‘  The  guilt  begun  in  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  man,  is  finished 
in  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  God,  This  awful  Being,  who  gave 
us  existence,  and  preserves  it ;  who  is  every  where,  and  sees  every 
thing ;  who  made,  and  rules,  the  universe ;  who  will  judge,  and 
reward,  both  angels  and  men ;  and  before  whom  every  ivork^  with 
every  secret  thing‘s  shall  be  brought  into  judgment ;  with  his  own 
voice  proclaimed  to  this  bloody  world,  from  Mount  Sinai,  Thou 
shalt  not  kill.  The  command,  as  I  explained  it  in  this  place,  the 
last  season,  forbids  killing  absolutely.  No  exception,  as  I  then 
observed,  can  be  lawfully  made  to  the  precept,  except  those 
which  the  lawgiver  has  himself  made.  These,  1  farther  observed, 
are  limited  to  killing  beasts,  when  necessary  for  food,  or  plsunly 
noxious ;  and  putting  man  to  death  by  the  sword  of  public  justice ; 
or  in  self-defence ;  whether  private  or  public  :  this  being  the  only 
ground  of  justifiable  war.  As  these  are  the  sole  exceptions,  it  is 
clear  that  duelling  is  an  open  violation  of  this  law  of  God. 

“The  guilt  of  duelling  in  this  view  is  manifold;  and  in  all 
its  varieties  is  sufficiently  dreadful  to  alann  any  man,  whose 
conscience  is  susceptible  of  alarm,  and  whose  mind  is  not  too 


stupid  to  discern,  that  it  w  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  thing  God, 

“If  the  duellist  is  a  mere  creature  of  solitude,  in  whose  life  or 
death,  happiness  or  misery,  no  human  being  is  particularly  in¬ 
terested:  if  no  bosom  will  glow  with  his  prosperity,  or  bleed 
with  his  sufferings;  if  no  mourner  will  follow  his  hearse,  and  no 
eye  drop  a  tear  over  his  grave  ;  still  he  is  a  man.  As  a  man,  he 
owes  ten  thousand  duties  to  his  fellow  men ;  and  these  are  all 
commanded  by  his  God.  His  labours,  his  example,  his  prayers, 
are  daily  due  to  the  neighbour,  the  stranger,  the  poor,  and  the 
public.  He  cannot  withdraw  them  without  sin.  The  eternal 
Being,  whose  wisdom  and  justice  have  sanctioned  all  these  claims 
will  exact  the  forfeiture  at  his  hands ;  and  inquire  of  the  ivicki  d 
and  etothfid  servant^  why,  in  open  defiance  of  his  known  pleasure, 
he  has  thus  shrunk  from  his  duty,  and  buried  his  talent  in  the 
grave. 

“  Is  he  a  son  ?  Who  licensed  him,  in  rebellion  against  the  fifth 
command  of  the  decalogue,  to  pierce  his  parents*  hearts  with 
agony,  and  to  bring  down  their  gray  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave? 
Why  did  he  not  live,  to  honour  his  father  and  his  mother ;  to  obey, 
to  comfort,  to  delight,  and  to  support  them  in  their  declining 
years ;  and  to  give  them  a  rich  reward  for  all  their  toil,  expense, 
and  suffering,  in  his  birth  and. education,  by  a  dutiful,  discreet,  and 
amiable  life,  the  only  reward  which  they  asked?  Why  did  he 
shroud  the  morning  of  their  happiness  in  midnight,  and  cause 
their  rising  hopes  to  set  in  blood  ?  Why  did  he  raise  up  before 
their  anguished  eyes  the  spectre  of  a  son,  slain  in  the  enormous 
perpetration  of  sin;  escaping  from  a  troubled  grave;  or  coming 
from  the  regions  of  departed  spirits  to  haunt  their  course  through 
declining  life  ;  to  alarm  their  sleep,  and  chill  their  waking  mo¬ 
ments,  with  the  despairing,  agonizing  cry, 

“  Death,  ’tis  a  melancholy  day 

“  To  those  that  have  no  God.” 

“  Is  he  a  husband?  He  has  broken  the,  marriage  vow ;  the  oath 
of  God.  He  has  forsaken  the  wife  of  his  youth.  He  has  refused 
to  furnish  her  sustenance  ;  to  share  her  joys ;  to  sooth  her  sor¬ 
row’s  ;  to  watch  her  sick  bed ;  and  to  provide  for  his  children  and 
hers,  the  means  of  living  here,  and  the  means  of  living  for  ever. 
He  has  denied  the  faith,,  and  is  worse  than  an  inf  del.  Where, 
in  that  fatal,  guilty  moment,  when  he  resolved  to  cast  away  his 
life,  were  his  tenderness  to  the  partner  of  his  bosom  ;  the  yearn¬ 
ings  of  his  bow  els  towards  the  offspring  of  his  loins ;  his  sense 


of  duty ;  his  remembrance  of  God  ?  In  every  character,  as  a  de* 
iiendent  creature^  aa  a  sinful  man^  his  eternal  life  and  death  were 
suspended  on  his  forgiveness  of  his  enemies.  He,  who  alone  can 
forgive  sins,  and  save  sinners,  has  said.  If  ye  forgwe  not  men  their 
tres/iasaes,  neither  vnU  your  heavenly  Father  forgive  you.  He  has 
gone  further.  He  has  forbidden  man  even  to  ask  pardon  of  God,  un¬ 
less  with  a  forgiving  spirit  to  his  fellow  men.  In  vain  can  the  duel- 
list  pretend  to  a  forgiving  temper.  If  he  felt  the  spirit  of  the  cross, 
could  he  possibly  for  an  affront,  an  offence  lighter  than  air,  shed  the 
blood  of  his  neighbour?  Could  he  plunge  the  friends  of  the  sufferer 
into  an  abyss  of  anguish  ;  sink  his  parents  in  irrecoverable  despair ; 
break  on  the  wheel  the  hearts  of  his  wife  and  children  ;  and  label 
on  the  door-posts  of  his  house.  Mournings  lamentation.^  and  woe  ! 

“  Satisfaction  for  a  firof eased  injury  is  the  very  demand  which  he 
makes ;  the  only  basis  of  his  contest.  Is  this  the  language  of  forgive¬ 
ness?  It  is  an  insult  to  common  sense,  it  is  an  outrage  on  common 
decency,  to  hold  this  language,  and  yet  profess  this  temper.  The 
language  is  the  language  of  revenge.  The  spirit  is  the  spirit  of 
revenge.  The  varnish,  notwithstanding  it  is  so  laboriously  spread, 
is  too  thin  to  conceal  the  gross  materials,  or  to  deceive  the  most 
careless  eye.  Revenge  for  a  supposed  affront,  revenge  for  wound¬ 
ed  pride,  for  disappointed  ambition,  for  fi*ustrated  schemes  of 
power,  dictates  the  challenge,  seizes  the  weapon  of  death,  and 
goads  the  champion  to  the  field.  Revenge  turns  the  heart  to  stone, 
directs  the  fatal  aim,  and  gloomily  smiles  over  the  expiring  vic¬ 
tim.  Remove  this  palliation,  miserable  as  it  is,  and  you  make 
man  a  fiend.  A  fiend  would  murder  without  emotion  ;  while  man 
is  hurried  to  the  dreadful  work  by-  passion  only. 

“  But  what  an  image  is  presented  to  the  eye  by  a  man,  thus 
dreadfully  executing  revenge!  A  worm  of  the  dust;  a  sinful 
worm,  an  apostate,  who  lives  on  mercy  only ;  who  would  not  thus 
•  have  lived,  had  not  his  Saviour  died  for  him  ;  who  is  crimsoned 
with  ten  thousand  crimes,  committed  against  his  God ;  who  is 
soon  to  be  tried,  judged  and  rewarded  for  them  all ;  this  worm 
raises  its  crest,  and  talks  loftily  of  the  affront  which  it  has  re¬ 
ceived,  of  injured  honour,  of  wounded  character,  of  expiation  by 
the  blood  of  its  fellow  worm.  All  this  is  done  under  the  all-search¬ 
ing  eye,  and  in  the  tremendous  presence,  of  Jehovah  ;  who  has 
hung  the  pardon  of  this  miserable  being  on  his  forgiveness  of  his 
fellow.  Be  astonished^  O  Heavens  at  this !  and  thou  earth,  be  hor¬ 
ribly  afraid! 

“  Nor  is  this  crime  mei'ely  an  execution  of  revenge ;  it  is  a  coldy 
deliberate  revenge.  The  deliberate  killing  of  a  man  is  murdtry  by 
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the  decision  of  connuon  sense,  by  the  decision  of  human  laws,  by 
the  decision  of  God^  How  few  murtlerers  have  an  equal  oppor¬ 
tunity,  or  equal  advantages,  to  deliberate  1  By  a  mind  informed 
with  knowledge,  softened  with  the  humanity  of  polished  life,  en¬ 
lightened  by  revelation,  conscious  of  a  God,  and  acquainted  with 
the  Saviour  of  mankind,  a  cool,  deliberate  purpose  is  formed, 
cherished,  and  executed,  of  murdering  a  fellow  creature.  The 
servant,  who  forgave  not  his  fellow  servant  his  debt  of  an  hundred 
jience  but  thrust  him  into  firison,  was  delivered  over  to  the  tormenters 
by  hh  Lord,  until  he  should  jiay  the  ten  thousand  talents,  which  he 
owed,  v>hen  he  had  nothing  to  fiay?  What  will  be  the  destiny  of 
that  servant,  who,  in  the  same  circumstances,  for  a  debt,  an  injury, 
of  the  tenth  part  of  the  value  of  an  hundred  pence,  robs  his  fel¬ 
low  servant  of  his  life  ? 

“  Had  an  a/ioatle,  had  Paul,  amidst  all  the  unexampled  injuries 
which  he  suffered,  sent  a  challenge,  or  fought  a  duel,  what  would 
have  become  of  his  character  as  an  apostle,  or  even  as  a  good  man  ? 
This  single  act  would  have  destroyed  his  character,  and  ruined 
his  mission.  Infidels  would  have  triumphantly  objected  this  act, 
as  unquestioned  proof  of  his  immorality,  of  his  consequent  unfit¬ 
ness  to  be  an  apostle  from  God  to  mankind,  and  of  his  destitu¬ 
tion,  therefore,  of  inspiration.  Nor  could  Christians  have  answered 
the  objection.  But  can  that  conduct,  which  would  have  proved 
Paul  to  be  a  sinner,  consist  witli  a  virtuous  character  in  another 
man? 

“  Had  the  Saviour  of  the  tvorld*  (I  make  the  unnatural  supposi¬ 
tion  with  shuddering,  but  I  hope  with  becoming  reverence  for 
that  great  and  glorious  Person)  sent  a  challenge,  or  fought  a  duel 
Avould  not  this  single  spot  have  eclipsed  the  Sun  of  Righteous¬ 
ness  for  ever  ?  Can  that  spot,  which  would  have  sullied  the  di¬ 
vinity  of  the  Redeemer,  and  obscured  his  mediation,  fail  to  be  an 
indelible  stain,  a  hateful  deformity,  on  those  whom  he  came  to 
save  I  If  any  man  harve  not  the  spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  of  his^ 


“  *  It  is,  I  believe,  universally  admitted  by  Christians,  that  the  conduct, 
which  would  have  been  sinful  in  Christ,  considered  merely  as  placed 
under  the  law  of  God,  and  required  to  obey  it,  is  sinful  in  every  man  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  gospel ;  and  that  the  conduct  of  Christ  as  a  moral 
being,  is  in  every  instance  applicable  to  our  circumstances,  a  rule  of 
duty  to  us.  I  have  put  this  strong  case,  because  I  believe  few  of  those, 
who  may  evade  with  various  pretences  the  preceding  arguments  w  ill  be 
at  a  loss  to  determine  here.  In  the  same  manner  divines  customarily 
make, '  on  certain  occasions,  the  supposition  of  injustice,  falsehood,  or 
other  turpitude,  and  apply  it  to  tlie  divine  character ,  to  show ,  forcibly, 
what  deplorable  consequences  would  follow,  were  the  suppositions  tnie.*^ 
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All  these  things  reason,  and  humanity,  and  religion  plead ; 
yet  how  often,  even  in  this  infant  country,  this  country  boasting 
of  its  knowledge  and  virtue,  they  plead  in  vain  !  Duels  in  great 
numbers  are  fought ;  revenge  is  glutted ;  and  the  miserable  vic¬ 
tims  of  wrath  and  madness  are  hurried  to  an  untimely  end. 
Come  then,  thou  suiwiving,  and  in  thine  pwn  view,  fortunate  and 
glorious  champion ;  accompany  me  to  the  scenes  of  calamity, 
which  thou  hast  created,  and  survey  the  mischiefa  of  duelling^ 

[To  be  continued,^ 

The  Sabbath :  a  fioem..  The  firat  American  edition^  to  ^.vhich  are  now 
added^  Sabbath  Walka.  \2mo,  p,  fi,  168.  JVew^York^  printed  for 
Ronalda  Louden,  1805. 

This  work  has  been  frequently  mentioned  as  the  first  poetical 
production  of  a  young  gentleman  in  Scotland.  We  know  not  upon 
what  authority  this  suggestion  is  made,  the  author  not  having  * 
given  his  name  to  the  public,  nor  do  we  deem  it  at  all  material 
‘  for  a  just  estimation  of  the  merits  of  the  work.  Whether  he  is  in 
the  prime  of  life  or  in  the  vigour  of  manhood,  the  writer  has  cer¬ 
tainly  displayed  many  marks  of  genius,  considerable  taste  for 
poetical  composition,  and  lively  talents  for  description ;  and  the 
reception  which  has  been  given  to  his  poem  happily  corresponds 
with  its  merits.  The  first  edition  was  disposed  of  in  a  few  days; 
a  second,  considerably  revised  and  enlarged  by  the  author,  wa? 
^n  after  put  to  press ;  and  at  an  early  period  it  is  published  in 
our  own  country. 

The  author  of  The  Sabbath  has  devoted  his  talents  to  the 
service  of  religion.  This  circumstance,  particularly  at  the  present 
day,  ought  to  command  the  attention  of  Christians.  The  subject 
does  not  indeed  admit  of  much  novelty,  but  the  writer  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  giving  to  it  an  additional  interest  even  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  have  long  been  accustomed  to  contemplate  it  with  re¬ 
verence  and  affection.  It  is  tme,  as  has  been  said,  that  many  parts 
are  written  in  a  heavy  manner,  without  elevation  of  language  or 
splendour  of  imagery ;  yet  there  is  frequently  such  a  display  of 
vigorous  conception,  such  liveliness  of  description,  and  so  much 
ease  of  versification  as  cannot  fail  to  delight  the  reader.  Though, 
in  point  of  poetical  excellence,  the  writer  cannot  be  classed  with 
Milton  or  Cowper,  yet  he  will  rank  far  above  the  mass  of  poetas¬ 
ters  and  versifiers  of  the  present  day. 

The  moral  and  religious  sentiments  exhibited  in  this  volume 
are,  in  general,  entitled  to  approbation.  We  think,  however,  that 
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the  author  has  confined  himself  too  closely  to  the  temporal  advan* 
tages  which  are  derived  from  an  observance  of  the  sabbath.  Had 
he  entered  more  largely  into  the  higher  and  more  noble  ends  of 
the  institution,  and  considered  it  as  preparing  the  heart  for  an 
eternal  sabbath  in  the  regions  of  glory,  he  would  have  been  entit¬ 
led  to  a  much  greater  share  of  commendation.  This  day  is  prin¬ 
cipally  to  be  regarded  as  aflbrding  an  opportunity  for  more  inti¬ 
mate  communion  with  our  own  hearts,  and  more  useful  contem¬ 
plation  on  the  awful  realities  of  an  unseen  state.  It  should  shut 
out  the  cares  and  business  of  the  world  from  the  mind,  and  ele¬ 
vate  the  soul  to  God  in  the  solemn  services  of  the  sanctuary.  We 
would  ^  not,  however,  be  understood  as  intimating,  by  these  re¬ 
marks,  that  the  worthy  author  has  not  given  this  consideration  to 
his  subject ;  but  merely  as  expressing  the  opinion,  that  these  views 
of  the  sabbath  are  not  sufficiently  enlarged,  or  that  they  possess 
that  prominence  in  his  description  which  they  justly  merit. 

Having  noticed  this  defect  in  the  management  of  the  poem, 
we  would  also  remark,  that  there  is  an  apparent  want  of  consist¬ 
ency  in  the  ecclesiastical  tenets  of  the  writer.  He  is  evidently  ena¬ 
moured  of  the  old  Covenanters,  Cameronians,  and  Independents, 
and  intimates  his  intention  to  immortalize  the  names  of  their  chief 
pastors  in  a  future  poem ;  and  then  he  talks  with  great  enthusiasm 
of  the  funeral  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England,  which  cer¬ 
tainly  would  have  been  received  with  very  little  relish  either  by 
the  old  covenanters  or  the  modern  presbyterians  of  Scotland.  The 
observations  which  we  find  on  the  subject  of  imprisonment  for 
debt;  the  remarks  on  the  cruel  monopolies  by  which  the  High¬ 
land  shepherds  were  driven  from  their  mountains;  the  plans 
which  are  proposed  for  recruiting  the  English  army ;  and,  in 
short,  almost  all  his  discussions  on  political  subjects,  meet  with 
our  decided  disapprobation. 

Notwithstanding  we  deem*  the  work  before  us  exceptionable 
in  these  particulars,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  man 
of  taste  and  the  Christian  will  derive  much  gratification  by  its  pe¬ 
rusal.  A  few  lines,  as  a  specimen  of  the  author’s  style,  are  here 
presented  to  the  reader ;  and  we  lament  that  our  limits  do  not  al¬ 
low  of  more  copious  extracts.  Our  approbation  of  the  following 
lines  has  been  increased  by  repeated  perusal. 


O  Scotland!  much  I  love  thy  tranquil  dales; 
But  most  on  Sabbath  eve,  when  low  the  sun 
Slants  through  the  upland  copse,  *tis  my  delight, 
W  andering,  and  stopping  oft,  to  hear  the  song 
Of  kindred  praise  arise  from  humble  roofs ; 
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Or  wken  tlie  8lm|>)e  service  ends,  te  hear 
The  liiWl  latch,  and  mark  the  gray  hairM  man^ 

The  father  and  the  priest,  walk  forth  alone 
Into  his  garden -plat  or  little  held. 

To  commune  with  his  God  in  secret  prayer,— 

^  To  bless  tlie  Lord,  that  in  his  downward  years 
His  children  are  about  him:  sweet  meantime 
The  thrush  that  sings  upon  the  aged  thorn. 

Brings  to  his  view  the  days  of  youthful  years. 

When  that  same  aged  thorn  was  but  a  bush. 

Nor  is  the  contrast  between  youth  and  age 
To  him  a  painful  thought;  he  joys  to  think 
His  journey  near  a  close ;  heav*n  is  his  home. 

More  liappy  fiu*  that  man,  tho^  bowed  down, 

Tho*  fiieblc  be  his  gait,  and  dim  his  eye. 

Than  they,  the  favourites  of  youth  and  health. 

Of  riches  and  of  fame,  who  have  renounc’d 
The  glorious  promise  of  the  life  to  come,— 

Clinging  to  death. — Or  mark  that  female  face. 

The  faded  picture  of  its  former  self, — 

The  garments  coarse  but  clean, — frequent  at  church, 

I’ve  noted  such  an  one,  feeble  and  pale. 

Yet  standing,  with  a  look  of  mild  content. 

Till  beckon’d  by  some  kindly  hand  to  sit. 

She  had  seen  better  days ;  there  was  a  time 
Her  hands  could  earn  her  bread,  and  freely  givc^ 

To  those  who  were  in  want;  but  now  old  age 
And  lingering  disease  hare  made  her  helpless. 

Yet  is  she  happy,  aye,  and  she  is  wise, 

(Philosophers  may  sneer,  and  pedants  frown,) 

Although  her  Bible  be  her  only  book ; 

And  she  is  rich,  altho*  her  only  wealth 
Be  recollection  of  a  well-spent  life— 

Be  expectation  of  the  life  to  come. 

The  following  lines  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade  are 
worthy  of  attention. 

Alas !  how  different  now  the  deeds  of  men 
Nurs’d  in  the  faith  of  Christ! — ^the  free  made  slaves ! 

Stol’n  from  their  country,  home  across  the  deep. 

Enchain’d,  endimgeon’d,  forc’d  by  stripes  to  live. 

Doom’d  to  behold  their  wives,  their  little  ones. 

Tremble  beneath  the  white  man’s  fiend-like  frown ! 

Yet  ev’n  to  scenes  like  this,  the  Sabbath  brings 
Alleviation  of  th’  enormous  woe :  — 

The  oft-reiterated  stroke  is  still; 

The  clotted  scourge  hangs  hardening  in  the  shrouds* 
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OF  THE  FIFTIETH  PSALM. 

MR.  EDITOR, 

*  \ 

As  you  profess  to  admit  biblical  criticisms,  the  following  re¬ 
marks  on  the  50th  psalm  are  at  your  service,  if  you  think  them 
worthy  of  a  place  in  your  respectable  magazine. , 

In  the  interpretation  of  scripture,  the  cardinal  rule  is  first  to 
endeavour  to  be  fully  acquainted  with  the  general  design  and 
scope  of  the  sacred  writers.  The  subordmate  parts  need  not  at 
first  be  accurately  studied :  they  require  only  to  be  considered  as 
throwing  light  upon  the  main  purport  of  the  writer,  in  cases 
where,  as  in  many  of  the  sacred  writings,  that  pui^rt  is  to  be 
collected  solely  from  the  intrinsic  evidence.  But  when  they  have 
served  this  purpose,  and  discovered  the  general  design  of  the 
writer,  or  explained  the  probable  occasion  upon  which  he  wrote, 
they  should  then  be  distinctly  reconsidered,  with  a  special  view 
in  each  paragraph,  as  far  as  it  will  bear,  to  that  design  or  occasion. 
A  light  will  thus  be  thrown  upon  passages  otherwise  obscure ;  a 
new  meaning  will  often  be  given  to  sentences  which,  considered 
^  detached,  might  have  have  had  a  very  different  sense  imposed 


Four  short  poems,  describing  a  sabbath  walk  in  each  of  the 
four  seasons  of  the  year,  are  added  in  this  edition.  The  merit  of 
these  little  pieces  will  not  be  found  inferior  to  the  work  which 
we  have  considered,  nor  are  they  liable  to  the  objections  which 
have  been  made  to  that.  The  notes,  subjoined  to  the  whole, 
contain  many  interesting  particulars.  Those  parts  which  exhibit 
the  most  striking  passages  of  scripture  enjoining  the  observance 
of  the  sabbath ;  those  which  relate  to  the  cruelties  practised  on 
the  covenanters  in  the  time  of  Charles  II ;  and  those  which  deve- 
lope  the  enormities  of  the  slave  trade,  are  the  most  valuable. 


EXPOSITION 


But  see,  the  demon  man,  whose  trade  is  blood* 
With  dauntless  front,  convene  his  ruffian  crew. 
To  hear  the  sacred  service  read.  Accursed,  " 
The  wretch’s  bile-ting’d  lips  profane  the  word 
Of  God :  Accurs’d,  he  ventures  to  pronounce 
The  decalogue,  nor  falters  at  that  law. 

Wherein  ’tis  written.  Thou  shalt  do  no  murders 
Perhaps  while  yet  the  words  are  on  his  lips. 

He  hears  a  dying  mother’s  parting  groan; 

He  hears  her  orphan’d  child,  with  lisping  plaint, 
Attempt  to  rouse  her  from  tlie  sleep  of  death. 
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on  them.  In  a  word,  the  connexion  of  the  writer  must  be  studied 
and  the  unity  of  his  design,  as  far  as  the  subject  extends,  be  main¬ 
tained  unbroken. 

By  not  paying  a  sufficient  attention  to  this  rule,  many  com¬ 
mentators  have,  I  conceive,  destroyed  the  harmony,  and  even 
mistaken,  the  sense  of  the  sacred  penmen.  In  the  psalm  before 
us,  they  have,  if  I  am  not  deceived,  weakened  its  force,  and  de¬ 
faced  its  beauty,  by  representing  it  as  containing  a  number  of 
prophetic  truths,  important  indeed,  but  connected  with  each  other 
by  no  very  strict  bond  of  association ;  instead  of  considering  it  as 
a  whole,  the  several  parts  of  which  are  all  united  to  each*  other 
by  the  closest  connexion.  Thus  they  tell  us,  one  part  seems  to 
describe  the  day  of  judgment,  another  relates  to  the  promulgation 
of  the  gospel,  here  the  abolition  of  the  Jewish  sacrifices  is  inti¬ 
mated,  and  there  the  punishment  of  hypocrisy  in  religion  is  fore¬ 
told. 

To  me,  sir,  I  own,  this  psalm  presents  no  such  various  or 
distant  meanings.  It  seems  to  possess  a  complete  unity  of  subject, 
which  the  author  adorns  by  a  most  beautiful  and  magnificent 
display  of  scenery,  and  enlivens  by  spirited  and  convincing  ap¬ 
peals  to  the  understanding.  Every  sentence,  every  word  in  it, 
bears  an  immediate  reference  to  the  main  subject ;  a  subject  cer¬ 
tainly  of  the  first  importance  to  the  whole  human  race,  viz.  the 
readiness  of  God  to  hear  and  answer  the  prayers  of  his  creatures 
in  distress.  Under  this  view,  let  us  examine  the  structure  and 
parts  of  the  whole. 

*  The  mighty  God^  even  Jehoi^ahy  sf teaks ;  and  calls  the  earth 
from  the  rising  of  the  Sun  unto  the  going  down  thereof.  Out  of  Sion 
in  perfection  of  glory  ^  God  sfdneth.  Our  Godcometh;  and  will  not 
keep  silence,  A  consuming  fire  goes  before  him^  and  round  him  rages 
a  violent  tempest.  He  calleth  the.  heavens  from  above^  and  the  earthy 
that  he  may  contend  in  judgment  with  his  people.  Gather  my  saints 
together  unto  Twr,  those  that  have  made  a  covenant  with  me  by  sacri* 
fce^  and  the  heavens  shall  declare  his  righteousness ;  for  God  is 
judge  himself 

More  magnificent  imagery  cannot  be  conceived  than  that, 
which  is  presented  in  the  opening  of  this  psalm.  The  mighty  Gody 
whose  power  enables  him  to  accomplish  whatever  he  pleases  in 
heaven  or  in  earth,  even  Jehovah y  known  particularly  under  that 

*  Some  liberty  has  been  taken  with  the  translation,  which  is  partly 
justified  by  Bishop  Lowth’s  version,  and  partly  by  the  evident  significa¬ 
tion  of  the  place. 


title  a  God  propitkHis  to  his  creatures^  9fi&ak§^  and  summons 
together  ail  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth ;  for  the  subject  of  his 
discourse  is  of  equal  concernment  to'all,yrom  the  ritiing  qf  the  sun 
to  the  going  down  thereof.  It  is  before  Sion  that  the  scene  is  laid ; 
before  Sion^  illustrious  for  so  many  remarkable  interpositions  of 
divine  deliverance^  so  many  rich  displays  of  pity  and  benignity  to 
man ;  Sion^  where  the  visible  Shechinah  had  long  been  a  wonderful 
testimony  of  God’s  dwelling  amongst  men  as  their  friend  and 
father;  whei'e  God  was  well  known  in  her  palaces  as  a  sure  reiiige : 
Before  Sion^  the  countless  multitude  was  assembled.  They  waiti 
and  God  approaches.  He  is  arrayed  with  ensigns  of  majestyi 
which  mark  at  once  his  right  to  the  confidence  of  his  people,  and 
his  power  to  fulfil  the  petitions  they  make  unto  him.  He  comes 
attended  with  legions  of  angels  from  heaven :  angels  the  constant 
witnesses  of  the  truth  of  his  promises,  and  the  readiness  he  has 
ever  shown  to  pity  and  succour  the  afflicted  children  of  men. 

While  the  attention  of  this  vast  assembly  is  turned  in  awful 
suspense,  to  the  glorious  Being  who  appears  in  it,  he  commands 
his  ^  saints^^  those  who  are  more  particularly  connected  with 
him  by  covenant,  to  separate  from  the  mass  of  the  ungodly,  and 
to  approach  more  nearly  to  his  throne.  These  he  first  addresses. 

“  Hear^  0  my  fieofile^  and  I  will  sfieak ;  O  Israel<y  and  I  will 
testify  against  thee :  I  am  God^  -erven  thy  God,  I  do  not  reiirove  thee 
on  account  of  thy  sacrifices j  or  thy  humt^offerings :  they  harve  been 
continually  before  me,  I  do  not  come  to  take  any  bullock  out  qf  thine 
house  ^  or  he-goats  out  of  thy  fold,,  for  every  beast  qf  the  forest  is  rrdne^ 
and  so  are  the  cattle  upon  a  thousand  hills,  I  knoiv  all  the  fowls  qf 
the  mountains^  and  the  wild  beasts  of  the  field  are  mine.  If  I  were 
hungry  I  would  not  tell  thee^  for  the  world  is  mine^  and  the  fulness 
thereof.  Will  I  eat  the  flesh  of  buUs^  or  drink  the  blood  qf  goats  ? 
Offer  unto  God  thanksgiving,  and  pay  thy  vows  unto 
THE  Most  High,  and  call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble, 
I  WILL  DELIVER  THEE,  AND  THOU  SHALT  GLORIFY  ME.” 

Man  is  prone  to  superstition.  Ignorant  of  the  greatness  and 
majesty  of  his  creator,  he  is  apt  to  think  that  God  can  be  pleased 
with  gifts,  and  delighted  with  the  vain  honours  of  incense  and 
sacrifice.  In  all  ages,,  man  has  been  prone  to  believe,  that  some¬ 
thing  external,  some  rite  or  ceremony,  possesses  some  intrinsic 
value  in  tlie  eyes  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts.  The  assembled  multitude 
would,  therefore,  probably  expect,  that  God  had  made  this  solemn 
appearance  to  institute  some  new  rites,  to  demand  hecatombs  of 
sacrifices,  or  to  require  a  more  punctual  performance  of  the  stated 
solemnities  of  religion.  This  vain,  this  degrading  idea  of  the 
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deity,  is  fully  refuted  by  the  ener^tic  language,  in  which  ia 
pointed  out  the  utter  inutility  of  all  sacrihces  to  the  Creator  of 
heaven  and  earth.  By  an  irradiation  of  divine  truth  equally  in¬ 
structive  and  convincing,  a  just  view  of  the  nature  of  God  and  of 
the  services  he  requires  from  man,  is  there  conveyed ;  we  per¬ 
ceive  that  it  is  for  the  beneht  of  man  and  not  of  God,  the  divine 
king  holds  communication  with  his  creatures.  That  the  name  of 
God  should  impress  man  with  the  ideas  of  protection,  of  benignity, 
of  watchful  providence ;  that  God  has  instituted  every  ceremonial 
of  worship  merely  as  the  vehicle  of  bringing  man  nearer  to  his 
Maker,  by  adapting,  to  the  infirmity  of  sense,  the  spirituality  of 
religion ;  that,  in  a  word,  ^  God  is  the  Father’*  of  his  creatures, 
and  will  prove  himself  to  be  such  to  them,  by  the  sensible  test  of 
delivering  them  when,  placing  their  whole  dependence  upon  him, 
they  call  upon  him  in  trouble.  It  is  confidence,  therefore, 
which  God  comes  from  heaven  to  claim.  He  requires  his  creatures 
in  trouble  to  honour  him  by  dependence  upon  his  goodness  and 
care :  he  enjoins  them,  when  they  are  delivered  from  trouble,  to 
ascribe  (as  they  ought)  that  deliverance  immediately  to  God,  and 
to  honour  him  by  the  offering  of  thanksgiving,  and  by  paying  the 
vows  they  made  in  their  distress. 

The  same  superstition  which  is  prone  unduly  to  magnify 
the  ceremonials  of  religion,  is  equally  apt  to  tax  the  deity  with 
injustice  and  want  of  faithfulness  to  his  promise,  when  he  does 
not,  in  every  instance,  speedily  relieve  the  distress  of  the  afflicted 
in  answer  to  their  cries.  Hence  the  reply,  which  would  naturally 
he  made  to  this  express  declaration  of  the  readiness  of  God  to 
answer  prayer,  is  prevented  and  answered,  “  We  /lave  called,” 
the  wicked  will  say,  “  upon  the  Lord  in  our  trouble,  and  we  have 
prayed  to  him  earnestly,  yet  he  has  not  delivered  us.”  In  how 
many  sceptical  minds  does  this  objection  possess  a  firm  hold. 
Jehovah,  therefore,  vindicates  the  truth  of  his  woixl,  and  exposes 
the  vain  presumption  of  the  wicked,  by  explaining  the  nature  of 
that  prayer  to  which  deliverance  will  be  surely  granted.  It  is  not 
the  mere  cry  extorted  by  distress,  which  can  be  called  prayer. 
The  distinction  between  this  and  true  prayer  is  forcibly  stated  in 
the  prophet  Hosea,  ch.  vii.  ver.  14.  “  They  have  not  cried  untome 
v>hen  they  howled  ujion  their  beds:  they  assemble  themselves  for  com 
and  wine  and  they  rebel  againt  me,**  That  humble  confidence  in 
God,  which  true  prayer  supposes,  is  necessarily  made  up  of  vene¬ 
ration  for  his  character,  admiration  of  his  perfection,  gratitude  for 
his  kindness,  and,  of  course,  obedience  to  his  commands.  There 
is  a  connexion,  therefore,  between  true  prayer  and  holiness  of  life 


i 
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necessary  and  inseparable :  well  would  it  be  for  the  world  if  this 
connexion  were  clearly  understood.  Multitudes  would  no  longer 
deceive  themselves,  by  kneeling  down  in  the  morning  to  repeat  a 
form  of  prayer,  from  which  they  rise  to  neglect  almost  every 
precept  of  the  gospel.  They  would  understand  the  meaning  of 
those  important,  but  neglected,  words  of  St  John,  1  Epist.  chap, 
iii.  ver.‘  19.  “  Hereby  we  know  that,  we  are  of  the  truths  and  shall 
assure  our  hearts  before  him  ;  for  if  our  hearts  condemn  uSy  God  is 
greater  than  our  hearts^  and  knoweth  all  things.  Beloved^  if  our  heart 
condemn  us  not<^  then  have  we  confidence  towards  God;  and  whatso^ 
ever  we  ask  we  receive  of  him^  because  we  keep  his  commandments^ 
and  do  those  things  which  are  pleasing  in  his  sight**  What  the  apos¬ 
tle  here  declares,  is  the  same  truth  which  is  inculcated  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  psalm  before  us.. 

But  unto  the  wicked  God  saith^  What  hast  thou  to  do  to  declare 

my  statutes^  or  that  thou  shouldst  take  my  covenant  in  thy  mouth?** 

(as  if  I  w-ould  afford  thee  the  benefit  of  it  without  compliance 

with  the  terms  it  prescribes)  “  seeing  thou  hatest  instruction^  and 

hast  cast  my  words  behind  thee.  When  thou  sawest  a  thief  then  thou 

eonsentedst  with  him^  and  hast  been  partaker  with  the  adulterers.  Thou 

givest  thy  mouth  to  evil^  and  thy  tongue  frameth  deceit.  Thou  sittest 
\ 

and  speakest  against  thy  brother;  yea^  and  hast  slandei'ed  thy  own 
mother* s  son.  These  things  hast  thou  done^  and  I  kept  silence^  and 
thou  thoughtest  that  I  was  altogether  such  a  one  as  thyself;  but  I 
will  reprove  thee^  and  set  them  in  order  before  thine  eyes,  How  con^ 
sider  this  ye  that  forget  Gody*  (who  offers  now  to  be  your  friend 
and  parent,  but  will  prove  your  terrible  judge,  if  you  continue  to 
forget  him) ;  ^  lest  I  tear  you  in  pieces  and  there  be  none  to  deliver,** 

The  divine  speaker  concludes  with  a  suitable  lesson  of  instruc¬ 
tion  to  each  of  the  divided  classes.  To  his  saints,  he  addresses  this 
important  maxim,  “  Whoso  offereth  me  praise,**  (not  merely 
sacrifice)  “  he  glorifieth  me;**  to  the  rest,  he  delivers  a  cau¬ 
tion  equally  instructive:  “To  him  that,  (not  only  cries  for  help 
in  distress,  but)  ordereth  his  conversation  right,  will  I 
SHEW  THE  salvation  OF  GOD,**  wiW  I  manifest  the  deliverance  I 

I 

am  intreated  to  effect. 

Many  important  inferences  might  be  deduced  from  this  in¬ 
teresting  psalm;  but  I  dare  not  trespass  longer  upon  the  time  of 
your  readers  to  mention  them,  and  they  are  such  as  will  occur  to 
every  devout  reader  of  scripture,  who  endeavours  to  apply  the 
word  of  God  to  his  own  practical  benefit.  Let  me,  however, 
briefly  advert,  Mr.  Editor,  to’  the  numbers  amongst  your  readers, 
who  are  suffering  under  the  various  trials  incident  to  human  life, 
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and  perhaps  sorrowing  as  if  they  had  no  hope.  My  heart  bleeds 
for  the  case  of  the  mourning  widow,  the  desolate  orphan,  the  pa¬ 
rent  bereavetl  of  his  children,  the  unfortunate  bankrupt,  and  the 
miserable  victim  to  agonizing  pain,  or  to  some  incurable  disease, 
who  are  sinking  in  despair  without  even  the  hope  of  relief.  Should 
such  unhappy  persons  take  up  this  paper,  let  them  know  that  there 
is  yet  ho|>e  for  them ;  let  them  remember,  that  they  have  still  a 
God,  a  Father,  whose  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works ;  let 
them  reflect  upon  the  gracious  invitation  he  gives  to  his  creatures 
in  this  psalm,  to  call  upon  him  in  the  day  of  trouble.  He  will  hear 
them.  Let  them  not,  however,  cherish  the  vain  expectation  that 
a  miracle  will  be  wrought  in  their  behalf,  or  judge  the  proof  of 
divine  interference  to  consist  only  in  the  remcrual  of  their  misfor¬ 
tunes  :  it  is  sufficient  if  God,  in  his  own  way,  answers  their  peti¬ 
tions.  He  may,  perhaps,  endue  them  with  a  patience  and  resig¬ 
nation,  which  may  cause  them  even  “to  glory  in  tribulation;”  he 
may  give  them  in  exchange,  blessings  infinite  in  value,  as  a  com¬ 
pensation  for  temporal  loss.  Let  them,  however,  be  instructed  in 
the  nature  of  true  prayer,  and  learn  that  it  is  inseparable  from 
that  holiness  of  life,  to  which  all  who  pray  are  bound  to  devote 
themselves.  To  him  that  ordcreth  hh  conversation  aright^  will  I  show 
the  salvation  of  God, 

Ch.  Oh. 

NOTICE. 

T HE  Editor  of  this  Magazine  is  desirous  to  obtain  memoifs^^ 
and  likenesses,  of  distinguished  deceased  clergymen,  whose  lives 
and  writings  have  contributed  to  advance  the  cause  of  science  and 
religion  in  this  country,  and  he  shall  be  particularly  obliged  to 
all  persons  who  shall  make  such  communications  for  insertion  in 
this  work. 

He  would  also  request  the  attention  of  subscribers  to  the  foL 
lowing  communication ;  and  informs,  that  he  shall  be  well  pleased 
to  comply  with  the  recommendation  it  contains,  by  inserting  in 
the  Magazine  the  portraits  of  eminent  living  clergymen  whenever 
they  shall  be  offered  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Editor,  ' 

Although  your  ffrosfiectus  contains  no  promise  of  engravings} 
I  observe  that  you  have  uniformly  given  us  one  in  each  number, 
from  which  I  suppose  you  intend  to  continue  them.  Those,  the 
originals  whereof  I  knew,  are  very  striking  likenesses;  and  it  is 


a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  possess  them,  as  I  doubt  not  it  is  to 
many  others ;  but  if  you  confine  yourselves  to  the  dead^  I  fear  we 
shall  not  have  many  more  likenesses,  because,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken,  not  many  portraits  of  the  clergy  (I  mean  of  our  clergy) 
have  been  taken ;  and  if  they  have,  it  must  be  difficult  to  know 
where  to  find  them  at  this  day.  To  guard  against  this  inconve* 
nience  in  future,  I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  idea  of  pub¬ 
lishing  likenesses  of  hrving  as  well  as  deceased  clergymen,  of 
which  I  know  that  some,  (and  I  doubt  not  many,)  may  be  procured. 
Should  you  propose  to  adopt  this  plan,  it  is  probable  that  you  will 
find  little  difficulty  in  procuring  a  regular  supply.  It  is  not  a  novel 
thing  for  painters  and  engravers  to  make  portraits  of  eminent  men 
in  various  professions  with  a  view  to  show  their  own  skill,  and 
from  this  cause  the  portraits  of  a  number  of  clergymen  have  been, 
and  will  be  taken ;  the  affection  of  many  congregations  for  their 
clergy  will  furnish  more,  and  many  will  be  induced  to  contribute 
towards  the  expense  from  a  recollection  that  your  magazine  will 
multiply  likenesses  of  the  man  they  love,  and  after  his  death,  publish 
a  sketch  of  his  life,  whereby  other  ministers  may  be  stimulated  to 
imitate  his  diligence,  fidelity  and  zeal,  and  all  may  derive  advan¬ 
tage  from  his  bright  example.  Even  the  poorest  of  his  flock  may 
possess  his  likeness  for  the  price  of  one  number  of  the  magazine, 
and  that  number  may  be  made  the  instrument  of  spiritual  good  to 
the  purchaser.  I  think  this  plan  has  a  tendency  to  promote  the 
circulation  of  your  valuable  magazine,  and  thus  make  it  more 
extensively  useful,  while  it  will,  at  the  same  time,  increase  the 
Assembly’s  Fund;  indeed,  this  is  one  way  in  which  it  will  be 
more  extensively  useful ;  for  that  fund  is  principally  devoted  to 
the  support  of  missionaries  to  those  who  are  destitute  of  gospel 
light,  or  on  whom  it  shines  but  faintly. 

Another  advantage  arising  from,  my  proposal  will  be,  that 
it  will  furnish  us  with  a  collection  of  good  portraits  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  clergyj  which  many  will  be  glad  to  possess ;  and  my  plan 
may  be  so  extended  as  to  include  eminent  men  of  all  religious 
denominations. 


A  PRESBYTERIAN. 
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RELIGIOUS  INTELLIGENCE. 


Extract*  from  the  Mitixemary  faurnaltt 

read  before  the  General  Assetnbl/j  at 

their  last  session.  Continued  from  page 

407. 

Mr.  John  Chavis,  a  black  man,  has 
been  employed  by  the  Assembly  for  se¬ 
veral  years  past,  as  their  missionar\'  to 
the  blacks  in  part  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina.  But  altliough  his  destination  is 
more  immediately  to  them,  tlie  whites 
frequently  form  a  principal  part  of  his 
congreg’ations.  In  his  last  report,  he  re¬ 
presents  his  hearers  in  several  places  as 
being*  much  affected  under  the  preachinj^ 
of  the  word;  and  particularly  mentions 
a  hojxjful  appearance  of.  a  revival  of  re¬ 
ligion  in  Campbell  county  in  Virginia. 
He  met  with  a  kind  reception,  and  much 
hospitality  in  his  tour,  and  preached  se¬ 
veral  times,  by  invitation,  in  the  churches 
belonging  to  the  Baptist  and  Methodist 
brethren. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  obser>  a- 
tions  w  ith  w  hich  lie  concludes  his  nan*a- 
tive. 

“  In  Campbell  county,  the  professors 
of  religion  are  presbyterians,  methodists, 
and  baptists,  wiio  appeared  pretty  zea¬ 
lously  engaged  in  religion,  and  were,  as 
far  as  I  could  learn,  using  every  exertion 
to  promote  the  interest  of  the  Redeem¬ 
er’s  kingdom.  The  black  people  also 
appeared  pretty  much  engaged;  and  I 
conversed  w'ith  several  wiio  were  well 
informed,  who  told  me,  that  the  blacks 
generally,  within  their  knowledge,  w  ere 
more  attentive  than  they  had  ever  known 
them  to  be. 

“  In  Wake  county,  N.  Carolina,  pro¬ 
fessors  of  religion  are  mostly  baptists  or 
methodists ;  the  former  are  the  most  nu¬ 
merous.  Party  spirit  prevails  exceeding¬ 
ly,  and  is,  I  think,  a  great  injury  to  tlie 
progress  of  religion.  In  the  course  of 
two  years  past  there  liave  been  a  great 
many  added  to  their  chiu*ches,  particu¬ 
larly  to  the  baptist  church.  It  is,  how  ever, 
to  be  lamented,  that  a  great  declension 
in  the  life  of  religion,  and  a  considerable 
falling  aw’ay,  has  taken  place  among 
them.  Their  ministers  arc  active  in  the 
cause,  and  new  subjects  are  frequently 
added  to  their  churches.  The  black  peo¬ 
ple  ap])ear  to  be  very  indifferent  respect¬ 
ing  religion.  There  is  one  presbrterian 
meeting  house  in  the  county,  but  no 
stated  ministry.  The  people,  how’ever, 
deserve  credit  for  their  activity  in  getting 
supplies.  The  seat  of  government  is  in 
this  county ;  and,  as  there  is  no  meeting¬ 


house  in  the  city,  the  state -house  is  used 
for  public  worship.  A  seminary  for  learn¬ 
ing  is  erected,  and  a  presbrterian  minis¬ 
ter,  who  is  well  qualified  for  teaching, 
and  is  a  good  preacher,  w  ould  meet  with 
good  encouragement. 

“  In  Granville  county,  professors  are  of 
the  same  denominations;  and  also  much 
the  same  in  Orange  county.  In  both 
counties  the  people  are  wealthy,  pretty 
well  informed,  and  have  considerable 
knowledge  of  the  fundamental  doctrines 
of  religion.  The  black  people  attend  very 
well  on  divine  w^orship;  many  of  them 
are  pwfessors  of  religion;  and  a  consi¬ 
derable  number  are  presbyterians,  and 
are  well-behaved,  orderly  members. 

“  In  Mecklenburg  county,  Virginia, 
the  people  are  of  many  religious  deno¬ 
minations,  but  by  far  the  greatest  part  are 
baptists.  There  is  one  small  presbyterian 
congregation  who  have  stated  preaching. 
Black  people  are  numerous,  and  many  of 
tliem  professors,  mostly  of  the  baptist 
persuasion. 

“  In  Lunenburg,  taking  the  county  to¬ 
gether,  there  is  the  least  desire  prevail¬ 
ing  among  the  people  to  hear  preaching, 
of  any  county  I  have  travelled  in.  In  a 
small  part,  however,  where  I  was,  tlie 
people  appeared  verj’  desirous  to  have 
preaching,  and  I  w  as  solicited  to  settle, 
or  spend  as  much  time  as  I  could,  among 
them.  The  black  people  in  this  neigh - 
botirhood  attend  on  divine  w'orship  in 
large  numbers,  and  are  all  attentive  and 
exceedingly  friendly.  I  have  as  great 
hopes  of  being  useful  there,  among  them, 
as  in  any  place  I  have  been. 

“  It  will,  no  doubt,  be  thought,  that 
while  I  was  treating  of  North  Carolina, 
I  should  have  mentioned  Chatham  coun¬ 
ty;  but  I  declined  it  on  purpose.  Pro¬ 
fessors  here,  are  methodists  and  baptists  ; 
and,  I  believe,  there  are  a  few^  presbrtc- 
rians,  but  they  have  no  stated  ministr}’. 
The  people  are  very  wealthy,  and  possess 
a  great  many  blacks,  of  whom  numbers 
are  professors  of  religion,  and  methodists, 
owing  to  the  instrumentality  of  a  very  re¬ 
putable  black  preacher  they  have  among 
them.  From  what  I  could  learn,  he  is 
verv  useful  as  a  preacher,  and  highly  es¬ 
teemed  by  the  whites.  There  are  hope¬ 
ful  appearances  in  this  county,  paii.icu- 
larly  among  the  blacks.  They  arc  ex¬ 
tremely  friendly,  and  when  I  left  them 
they  gave  me  the  most  pressing  invita¬ 
tions  to  retiu*n.  Here  I  met  with  a  black 
woman,  an  African  bom^  with  whom  I 
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had  a  pretty  lonjj^  and  most  agreeable 
conversation.  And  I  do  not  recollect  ever 
to  have  met  with  a  person,  of  any  de¬ 
scription,  who  had  clearer  views  of  the 
wisdom,  power,  goodness,  and  mercy  of 
God  to  mankind  in  the  plan  of  salvation, 
and  the  great  distinction  between  him 
and  his  creatures,  than  she  had.  She 
gave  a  most  handsome  description  of  the 
Christian’s  exercises ;  the  difficulties 
Christians  had  to  encounter  in  this  world; 
their  liability  to  go  astray ;  and  how  they 
were  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  and  en¬ 
abled  to  bear  up  under  all  their  trials. 
She  spoke  of  the  numerous  blessings  God 
had  bestowed  on  mankind,  their  unwor¬ 
thiness  to  receive  them,  and  their  in¬ 
gratitude  for  them.  She  then  spoke  of 
the  planetary  system ;  that  the  sun, 
moon  and  stars  displayed  the  glory  and 
majesty  of  God ;  that  they  w  ere  cre¬ 
ated  not  merely  for  the  benefit  of  tlie 
inhabitants  of  this  world,  but  for  that  of 
the  inhabitants  of  other  worlds.  Con¬ 
cerning  the  providence  of  God,  she  ex¬ 
pressed  herself  most  justly  and  happily. 
Of  the  devil  she  spoke  with  gi’cater  4ib- 
horrence  than  I  have  ever  heard  any 
person  speak  of  liim ;  but  said  that  sne 
was  not  afraid  of  him,  for  that  the  God  in 
whom  she  trusted  was  stronger  than  he, 
and  had  promised  that  those  who  put 
their  trust  in  him  should  prevail  and  con¬ 
quer  tlie  devil.  But,  she  said,  she 
was  afraid  she  should  not  love  and 
serve  God  as  she  ought ;  and  that  she 
did  not  so  love  him,  when  he  had  done 
so  much  for  her,  w  as  her  greatest  pain. 
She  then  expressed  her  gratitude,  that 
God  had  brought  her  from  her  native 
country  to  this  land  of  gospel  light  and 
liberty;  and  said,  that  she  thought  all 
the  blacks  ought  to  be  thankful  that  they 
were  in  a  countiy  where  they  could  hear 
of  the  name  of  the  blessed  Jesus,  and 
know  how  to  escape  from  the  everlasting 
bondage  of  the  devil.  She  bitterly  la¬ 
mented  the  folly  of  the  black  people,  and 
also  of  the  w  bites,  for,  said  she,  they  are 
greater  fools  than  the  blacks,  because 
tliey  have  so  mucli  better  opportunities  to 
seek  salvatioji.  She,  however,  said  she 
had  cause  to  believe,  that  God  had  visit¬ 
ed  with  his  salvation  some  black  people, 
and  white  people  too,  in  that  neighbour¬ 
hood,  and  that  she  should  ever  pray  that 
he  would  awaken  and  save  more  and 
more.  In  all  this  conversation,  this  wo¬ 
man  spoke  w  ith  remarkable  Iiumility,  and 
frequently  the  tears  ran  down  her  cheeks. 
I  was  constrained  to  thank  God  tliat  I 
saw  an  African  thus  talking  and  thus 
feeling ;  and  I  joined  w  ith  this  my  sister 


in  saying  that  it  is  truly  a  matter  of  thank¬ 
fulness  to  black  people,  that  they  vvere 
brought  to  this  country;  for  I  believe 
thousands  of  them  will  have  reason  to  re¬ 
joice  for  it  in  the  ages  of  eternity.” 

Knowing  the  author  of  the  following 
communications,  we  have  no  hesitation 
to  vouch  for  its  correctness. 

MR.  EDITOR, 

In  consequence  of  a  serious  attention 
to  religion  in  the  tow  n  of  Granville,  in  the 
northern  part  of  tlie  state  ofNew-York, 
a  general  meeting  of  the  neighboiu’ing 
clergy  and  people  w  as  invited  to  be  hol- 
den  there,  on  the  18th  of  June  last. 
On  this  occasion,  a  large  concourse  of 
people  assembled,  in  a  convenient  grove, 
whore  a  stage  w  as  erected  for  the  clergy, 
and  from  which  they  addressed  thousands 
of  their  fellow  mortals  on  the  great  con¬ 
cerns  of  eternity.  The  exercises  commen¬ 
ced  w  ith  an  introductory  address,  stating 
the  object  of  the  meeting,  impressing  the 
minds  of  the  listening  multitude  W’ith  the 
solemnity  of  the  occasion,  and  by  invoking 
the  divine  presence  and  blessing.  They 
w  ere  continued  by  preaching,  exhortation 
and  prayer,  interspersed  w  ith  songs  of 
.praise,  w  ith  proper  intermissions,  for  tw  o 
days  successively.  The  great  and  impor¬ 
tant  truths  of  the  gospel  w  hich  were 
unfolded;  the  zeal  and  order  of  the 
ministers  of  religion  for  the  salvation  of 
immortal  souls;  and  the  senous  attention 
of  the  crowded  multitude,  exhibited  a 
scene  highly  solemn  and  interesting. 
No  person  could  be  a  triher  there,  unless 
he  was  peculiarly  hardened,  and  lost  to 
all  the  solemnities  of  eternity.  The  ut¬ 
most  decorum  prevailed  throughout  the 
w  hole  of  the  exercises ;  and  the  great  as¬ 
sembly,  collected  under  the  canopy  of 
heaven,  appeared  to  consider  themselves 
in  the  afw  ul  presence  of  Him  w  ho  tills 
immensity. 

At  the  conclusion,  nearly  twenty  per¬ 
sons  were  baptized,  between  forty  and 
fifty  entered  publicly  into  covenant  with 
God,  and  were  added  to  the  church, 
and  the  holy  communion  was  celebrated. 
It  w  as  computed  that  about  one  thou¬ 
sand  persons,  from  diiferent  churches,  sat 
down  together,  and  commemorated  the 
death  of.  their  exalted  Lord.  "What  a 
striking  representation  of  the  final  com¬ 
munion  of  the  saints,  w’hcn  they  shall  be 
collected  out  of  all  people,  nations  and 
languages,  around  the  throne  of  God, 
and  serve  him  day  and  night  in  his  tem¬ 
ple  ! 

The  whole  assembly  was  estimated  to 


Ve  four  thousand ;  and  notwithstanding 
tills  large  and  promiscuous  multitude, 
no  noise,  disturbed  the  general  devotion. 
A  solemn  silence  per>'aded  the  whole 
and  tlie  listening  groves,  as  if  astonished 
at*  the  wonders  of  redeeming  love,  echoed 
the  glad  tidings  of  salvation. 

Thus  the  sovereign  Arbiter  of  the  uni¬ 
verse  is  remarkably  accomplishing  his 
promises,  in  causing  “the  wlldeniess  to 
blossom  as  the  rose,  and  tlie  deseil  to 
rejoice  and  be  glad.”  In  the  very  place, 
where  a  little  while  ago,  nothing  was 
heard  but  the  hideous  shrieks  of  bai  bar- 
ous  savages,  are  now  resounding  the 
joyful  tidings  of  everlasting  salvation. 
Tlie  ransomed  of  the  Lord  are  returning 
and  coming  to  Zion,  with  songs  and 
everlasting  joj^  upon  their  heads;  and 
are  obtaining  joy  and  gladness,  and  sigh¬ 
ing  and  sorrow  are  fleeing  away. 

A  Northern  Observer, ' 


COMMUNICATION. 

On  the  28th  of  August  last,  the  Rev. 
Waller  Fullerton  was  installed  Pastor  of 
the  Congregation  of  Hebron,  in  the  north¬ 
ern  part  of  the  state  of  New-York.  On 
this  occasion,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Blatchford 
preached  the  installation  sermon  from 
Heb.  xiii.  IT,  “  For  they  watch  for  your 
souls,  as  they  that  must  give  account.” 
The  Rev.  Jonas  Coe  presided  and  gave 
the  charge  to  Mr.  Fullerton ;  and  the  Rev. 
Robert  H.  Chapman  addressed  the  peo¬ 
ple.  The  whole  was  performed  in  the 
presence  of  a  numerous  and  attentive  au¬ 
dience,  who  appeared  deeply  impressed 
w  ith  the  solemnities  of  the  day,  and  who 
were  unw  illing  to  depart  until  after  the 
performance  of  religious  exercises  in  the 
evening. 

This  place  w^as  principally  settled,  se¬ 
veral  years  ago,  with  emigrants  from  this 
and  the  New-England  states.  Some  vears 
after  their  settlement,  they  erected  a 
htiuse  for  public  worship;  but  so  little 
zeal  had  they  for  the  service  of  God  and 
the  public  institutions  of  religion,  that 
it  remained  unfinished,  and  was  actually 
decaying,  and  in  danger  of  demolition, 
before  it  w  as  completed. 

In  this  gloomy  state  of  things,  it  pleased 
the  great  Head  of  the  church  to  pity  this 
people,  and  awaken  their  attention  to  the 
things  of  religion.  This  was  effected,  by 
a  neighbouring  clcrgj^man,  and  some  of 
his  people  who  wxre  zealously  engaged 
m  their  Ma.ster*s  service,  visiting  them, 
praying  with  and  for  them,  and  urging 
them  to  arouse  from  their  spiritual  lethar- 

i  and  fervently  supplicating  the  most 


high  Go<l  to  visit  them  w  ith  the  influence- 
of  his  holy  spirit,  which  he  was  then 
pouring  out  in  plentiful  effusions  on  the 
societies  around.  Astonished  at  the  re¬ 
ligious  ardour  w  hich  actuated  their  breth¬ 
ren,  they  caught  some  of  the  celestial  fire, 
which  soon  burst  forth  into  a  flame,  and 
diffused  itself  among  all  classes  of  people. 
Crowds  assembled  for  social  prayer  and 
supplication ;  their  minds  became  deeply 
impressed  witli  their  deplorable  situation ; 
and  the  anxious  cry  was  licard  from  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  society,  “  what  shall 
we  do  to  be  saved?”  Numbers  repaired 
to  the  great  ark  of  safety,  the  I.ord  Jesus 
Clirist,  and  took  refuge  under  the  sha¬ 
dow  of  his  wings,  and  obtained  great  joy 
and  peace  in  believing.  Soon  after  tliis, 
which  is  not  two  years  ago,  the  banner 
of  the  Prince  of  Peace  was  unfurled,  and 
a  church  was  organized  among  them. 
Although  it  w  as  small  in  its  beginning 
and  consisted  of  less  than  twenty  mem¬ 
bers  ;  yet  the  glorious  work  which  God 
commenced  among  them  rapidly  pro¬ 
gressed,  and  their  number  now  amounts 
to  nearly  one  hundred  communicants. 

Thus  the  wilderness  blossoms  as  the 
rose,  and  the  desert  rejoices  and  is  glad. 
Where,  but  a  little  wiiile  ago,  were  the 
most  unpromising  and  gloomy  appear¬ 
ances,  we  have  now  presented  to  our 
view,  bright  and  animating  prospects. 

In  many  iN)rtions  of  this  northern  coun¬ 
try,  the  ransomed  of  the  Imnl  are  re¬ 
turning  and  coming  to  Zion  with  song-j 
and  everlasting  joy  upon  their  heads  ; 
and  are  obtaining  joy  and  gladness,  and 
sighing  and  sorrow  are  fleeing  away. 

A  Northern  Observer. 
September  10,  1805. 

We  are  indebted  to  a  very  respectable  gen¬ 
tleman,  for  the  follo%vi?ig  interesting  ex¬ 
tract  from  a  letter  vshich  he  has  just  re¬ 
ceived,  dated  London,  May  31,  i805. 

“  The  eleventh  anniversary  of  our  Lon¬ 
don  Missionary  Meeting,  commenced  on 
Wednesday,  the  8th  inst.  and  closed  on 
Friday  the  16th.  It  is  kept  as  an  interest¬ 
ing  jubilee,  for  it  is  truly  interesting  to 
every  person  w  lio  w  islics  to  see  the  spread 
of  the  kingdom  of  Messiah.  The  last 
general  meeting  has  been  more  numer¬ 
ously  attended  than  any  one  preceding. 

I  suppose  there  were  no  less  than  three 
hundred  ministers  present,  composed  of 
almost  every  denomination.  The  preach- 
ing  plan  was  as  follows:  Ofi  Wednesdav 
morning.  Dr.  Williams  of  RotherhaTn, 
formerly  of  Oswestry,  preached  at  Row¬ 
land  Hiil’s  Surry  Cbapct.  In  tim  even-- 


452 


ing,  Mr.  Nlchol  of  London  preached  at  prohibit,  by  severe  penalties,  missiona- 
the  Tabeniacle,  late  Mr.  Whitefield’s.  ries  from  instnicting’  the  Nejip*o  slaves 
Thursday  evening*,  Mr.  Slatterie  of  Chat-  in  the  truths  of  Christianity.  The  oiVend- 
ham  preached  at  Zion’s  Chapel,  late  lady  ing  preacher  was  to  be  taken  into  custo- 
Hiintington’s.  On  Friday  morning  Mr.  dy,  and  confined  to  hard  labour  one  month 
Thomason  of  Cambridge,  a  cluirchman,  for  the  first  offence,  and  six  months  for 
preached  at  St.  Bride  Church;  and,  in  every  repetition  of  the  offence, 
the  evening,  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  ad-  Soon  after  the  passing  of  this  law,  a 
ministered  to  several  hundreds  at  Spa  methodist  i)rcacher,  who  went  out  from 
Fields  Chapel,  who  were  admitted  to  par-  England  to  Jamaica  w'ith  a  view  to  con- 
take  by  tickets  obtained  from  the  several  vert  the  slaves,  was  taken  up  and  punisli- 


ministers  present.  At  each  of  these 
meetings  there  were  collections,  for  the 
first  time,  for  the  society,  which  amount¬ 
ed  to  more  than  600/. 

“  On  Thursday  morning,  10  o’clock, 
the  society  met  at  Mr.  Brooksbank’s 
meeting-house,  to  hear  the  report  of  the 
directors,  which,  on  the  whole,  was  very 
interesting,  paicicularly  in  reference  to 
the  South  African  Mission,  which  set 
forth  a  gi’cat  work  of  grace  going  on 
amongst  the  Hottentots.  It  stated,  with 
several  others,  the  remarkable  conversion 
of  seventeen  of  those  that  w  ere  most  no¬ 
torious  for  their  bestiality  in  vice  :  seve- 
Tal  of  whom  are  become  zealous  preacli- 
ers  of  that  doctrine,  by  the  preaching  of 
w^hich,  tliey  were  brought  to  embrace 
the  Saviour. 

The  directors,  having  turned  their  at¬ 
tention  to  the  eastern  nations,  it  was  sub¬ 
mitted  to,  and  unanimously  agreed  by, 
the  general  meeting,  that,  in  order  to 
facilitate  a  mission  to  China, ^  be  printed 
in  the  Chinese  language;  to  accomplish 
which,  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  Island  was 
thought  a  proper  place,  to  send  persons 
with  proper  apparatus  for  printing,  &c. 
because  half  of  the  inhabitants  are  said 
to  be  industi’ious  Chinese  mechanics.” 

The  Society  for  promoting  Christian 
Knoviledge,  in  England,  have  resolved  to 
print,  without  delay,  an  edition  of  the 
Welch  Bible,  wdth  the  usual  marginal 
references,  and  w  ith  the  common  prayer 
prefixed.  The  size  will  be  a  crown  octa¬ 
vo,  and  the  number  of  copies  to  be  print¬ 
ed  twenty  thousand.  These  are  to  be 
distributed  by  the  society,  at  about  one- 
third  part  of  their  original  cost.  The 
funds  of  this  very  respectable  society 
have  been  largely  increased  by  some 
recent  bequests. 

In  December,  1802,  the  legislature  of 
the  island  of  Jamaica,  passed  a  law,  to 

•  Something  omitted — ^probably  the 
words  the  scriptures'.” 


ed  under  tlie  act.  From  that  time  all 
missionary  cHbrts  in  that  island  ceased. 
By  recent  accounts  from  England  we 
leani,  that  the  king  in  council  has  dis¬ 
allowed  of  this  act  as  repugnant  to  tlie 
principles  of  the  British  constitution.  A 
bill  more  consonant  with  those  princijdcs, 
but  calculated  to  remedy  the  evils  com¬ 
plained  of,  w  as  drawn  up  in  England,  and 
sent  out  to  Jamaica  under  the  sanction  of 
his  majesty.  The  legislature,  however, 
refused  to  pass  the  bill;  and,  the  former 
act  being  annulled,  the  diH’erent  mission¬ 
ary  societies  have  now  liberty  to  ])ursuc 
their  benevolent  labours  among  the  slaves 
of  that  island. 

It  is  supposed  that  there  are  about 
500,000  ])ersons  in  the  highlands  of  Scot¬ 
land  who  understand  no  other  language 
but  the  Gaelic;  or,  at  least,  who  are  in¬ 
capable  of  receiving  any  religious  in¬ 
struction  tlin)ugh  the  medium  of  any 
other.  The  society  in  Scotland  for  pro¬ 
moting  Christian  knowledge  are  printing 
an  edition  of  twenty  tliousand  copies  of 
the  Bible  in  the  Gaelic  language.  This 
benevolent  and  expensive  undertaking  is 
far  advanced. 

This  society,  during  the  year  ending 
May,  1805,  supported  in  the  highlands 
and  islands  of  Scotland,  284  schools,  12 
missionaries  aiul  catechists,  6  Gaelic 
bursai'ies,  and  26  superannuated  teach¬ 
ers,  at  an  ex|)ense  of  5651/.  10/.  sterling. 
This  establishment  commenced,  and  lias 
been  continued  since  1738,  and  lias  been 
of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  noithem 
part  of  Scotland.  Panoplist. 

Extract  of  a  speech  pronounced  by  the  Pre¬ 
fect  of  the  Ltnuer  Seine,  on  the  opening  of 
a  second  Protestant  Church  in  the  city  of 
Rouen.  Translated  from  the  ojfcial  ga¬ 
zette,  the  Moniteur. 

“  I  believe  no  people,  in  modem  times, 
has  presented,  in  a  religious  point  of 
view’,  a  spectacle  so  touching  and  afl’ect- 
ing  as  that  of  France  ;  and  when  we  con¬ 
sider  w  ith  what  promptitude  the  spirit  of 
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benevolence  has  succeeded  in  both  branch¬ 
es  of  the  family  of  Christ  to  our  late  ex¬ 
cesses,  we  are  tempted  to  deplore  the  lot 
of  humanity,  whicli  appears  destined  to 
attain  to  truth  and  happiness,  by  tedious¬ 
ly  traversinj^  through  a  crowd  of  errors 
and  of  crimes.  The  Christian  religion  has 
been  exi1t)sed  from  its  cradle,  if  1  may  be 
permitted  so  to  speak,  to  the  storm  of 
domestic  dissension.  All  divine  in  itself, 
but  intrusted  to  men,  whose  passions  have 
in  every  ap^e,  obscured  more  or  less  its 
genuine  spirit,  this  religion  of  meekness 
and  love  has  too  often  had  to  weep  over 
disasters  of  which  it  was  wrongfidly  made 
the  pretext  or  excuse.  In  vain  hath  the 
voice  of  a  few  wise  an<l  good  men  been 
lifted  up  against  the  delusion  of  the  mul¬ 
titude.  They  who  so  easily  stray  from  the 
paths  of  truth  and  peace,  arc  not  so  soon 
reclaimed;  and  to  cite  only  the  example 
of  the  histicentury,  which  has  been  but 
one  perpetual  cn'  in  favour  of  toleration, 
but  which  expired  without  leaving  behind 
a  single  trace  of  it,  but  on  paper,  no  one 
will  presume  to  name  the  last  ten  years 
of  that  remarkable  century  as  the  epoch 
of  toleration. 

“  The  eloquent  speeches,  and  still  more 
admirable  laws  of  the  constituent  assem¬ 
bly,  indiscreetly  intrusted  for  execution 
to  the  furious  rage  of  partie-;,  served  but 
to  dig  the  gulf  into  which  both  catholic 
and  protestant  worships,  with  their  minis¬ 
ters  and  altars,  were  indiscriminately 
hurled.  It  was,  however,  found  more 
ca.sy  to  demolish  churches  than  to  chain 
the  conscience.  This  distressing  state  of 
things  continued  till  the  concordat;  when 
religion,  still  bleeding  of  her  woun<ls, 
seemed  almost  to  despair  of  aid.  She 
invoked  in  vain  an  arm  sufficiently  pow¬ 
erful  to  rear  her  temples ;  and  to  re-assem- 
ble,  fi*om  all  corners  of  tlie  land,  her 
disperjred  worshippers.  It  was  demanded, 
that  tliis  solemn  restoration  of  religion 
should  take  place ;  and  that  she  should 
re-ap|)ear  in  her  primitive  purity  as  the 
friend  of  government,  and  not  its  rival, 
enforcing  the  civil  duties  on  the  foun<la- 
tion  of  Christian  truths;  and  preaching  to 
men  the  sublime  and  beautiful  precept 
of  love,  which,  to  avail  myself  of  the 
words  of  sacred  scripture,  is  both  the 
law  and  the  prophets. 

“  The  spirit  of  the  present  enlightened 
age  required  more  than  a  mere  toleration 
for  the  two  main  branches  of  Christianity, 
which  alike  grew  out  of  the  parent  stock. 
According  to  the  catholic  worship,  the 
honours  due  to  age,  it  claimed  ccjuality 
of  rights  for  the  protestant  reformed 
churches;  because  the  law  only  looks  on 


men  a.9  citizens :  it  stops  at  the  bar  of 
conscience, protects  all  religious  opinions, 
and  judges  none.  How  many  difficulties 
seemed  to  oppose  this  noble  project! 
On  the  one  hand,  protestant  resentments, 
confessedly  too  just,  the  certain  fruit  of 
all  persecution ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
obstinacy  to  uphold  every  thing  naturally 
excited  by  a  furious  zeal  to  destroy  every 
thing.  Infklel  opinions  obstinately  main¬ 
tained  by  some  of  the  leaders  of  the  re¬ 
volution;  the  catholic  religion  torn  to 
pieces  by  internal  dissensions,  and  the 
flocks  of  the  protestants  without  pastors. 
On  a  sudden  all  resentments  w*ere  hush-  - 
ed,  the  passions  calmed,  ami  the  veil 
which  covered  religion  fell  off’.  Both 
parties  lament  past  errors;  and  every 
heart  is  opened  to  partake  of  each  other’s 
joy.  For  the  first  time,  perhaps,  the 
protestant  churches  hail  the  return  of  the 
catholic  worship;  to  which  the  majority 
of  France  professed  attachment.  They 
can  see  without  regret,  the  celebration 
of  their  festivals  and  the  pomp  of  their 
ceremonies,  while  the  hymns  of  Zion  re¬ 
sound  afresh,  under  the  ancient  and  wide 
spreading  oaks,  till  the  government  can 
allot  to  the  protestants  their  promised 
churches.  I  shall  never  forget  the  vow 
of  the  citizens  of  Rouen,  who  now  hear 
me,  that  they  woidd  throw  no  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  the  religious  liberty  of  their 
catholic  brethren. 

“  This  day,  without  doubt,  for  the  first 
time,  the  protestant  magistrates  of  Rouen, 
attached  to  the  worship  of  their  fathers, 
came  into  the  midst  of  this  second  new 
church,  to  realize  the  blessings  of  this 
religious  peace,  to  mingle  their  prayers 
with  yours,  and  to  chaunt  in  common  a 
hymn  of  praise.  But  gratitude  for  this 
great  benefit,  attachment  to  our  country, 
the  precepts  of  morality,  and  the  divine 
book  which  inculcates  the  love  of  me 
brethren  in  every  page:  Do  not  all  these 
belong  to  catholics  and  protestants  in 
common  ?  Let  us  then,  aS  fellow  labour¬ 
ers  in  the  same  hanest,  reap  together 
in  peace,  till  Go<l  shall  teach  us  all  to 
see  and  think  alike.  He  is  patient  as  he 
is  etemal ;  and  how  should  the  feeble 
works  of  his  hands  presume  to  sound  his 
unfathomable  decrees!  If  on  this  occa¬ 
sion  1  might  be  permitted  to  glance  on 
the  past,  how  might  we  regret  that  these 
tolerant  principles  w’ere  not  known  three 
centuries  sooner!  Happy  would  then 
have  been  the  era  of  the  reformation  ! 
How  many  evils  would  have  been  pre¬ 
vented  !  Who  can  tell  but  that  the  very 
name  of  protestant  reformed  should  never 
have  been  pronounced!  Who  can  say 
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but  that  all  the  children  of  the  same  fa¬ 
mily  would  now  have  been  fellow-wor- 
shippers  round  the  same  altar  ?  But  our 
separation  is  no  rivalship.  The  two 
worships,  equally  protected  and  equally 
honoured,  have  nothing  to  dispute  about: 
each  has  received  from  the  law*  all  that 
is  necessaiy  to  its  preservation  and  liber¬ 
ty.  Already,  no  one  asks  to  which  sect 
the  citizen  belongs.  It  suffices  us  as  ma¬ 
gistrates  to  know  that  he  is  a  citizen. 

“  Thus  is  accomplished,  under  our 
eyes,  tliat  which  had  drawn  down  per¬ 
secution  on  the  heads  of  our  ancestors, 
who  were  courageous  enough  only  to 
wish  it.  This  grand  triumph  of  religion 
will,  doubtless,  be  the  first  title  to  glory 
in  tlie  nineteenth  century;  and  at  some 
future  day  it  shall  be  said,  that  which  was 
sought  in  vain  for  ages,  that  which  jus¬ 


tice  and  policy  dictated  and  so  many- 
wise  and  good  men  required,  that  which 
even  the  great  and  illustrious  Henry  the 
Fourth  desired  in  vain,  is  at  length  ac¬ 
complished!  The  moment  is  at  length 
aiTived  for  catholics  and  protestants  to 
dwell  together  in  peace,  and  to  be  aveng¬ 
ed  of  each  other  by  binding  up  each 
other’s  wounds;  no  more  to  stain  the 
bloody  pages  of  history  with  the  rage  of 
sectarian  zeal;  but,  united  in  bonds  of 
love,  to  shew  that  love  of  the  bretliren 
which  our  holy  religion  has  long  since 
sanctioned  under  the  divine  name  of  cha¬ 
rity.  Let  us  then  adopt  this  for  our 
motto ;  and,  discovering  to  all  around  us 
the  affections  it  inspires,  posterity  shall 
perhaps  forget  the  evils  committed  in  its 
hallow  ed  name !” 


I 


OBITUARY. 


The  following  account  of  the  exemplary 
life,  and  peaceful  death,  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Vawell,  late  •wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Vowell, 
president  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  is  taken 
from  the  sermon  delivered  after  her  fu¬ 
neral. 

This  amiable  woman  escaped  from  our 
world  on  the  12th  of  August,  1805,  in  the 
34th  year  of  her  age.  Here  we  are 
strangers  and  exiles.  This  stranger  has 
been  sent  for  home ;  this  exile  has  been 
recalled.  Let  us  congratulate  her  on  her 
escape,  and  on  the  happiness  to  which 
she  has  been  advanced,  reserving  our 
tears  for  those  who  are  detained  in  this 
barren  land,  exiles  from  the  celestial  pa¬ 
radise. 

>  Through  Christ  w'e  are  delivered  from 
sin  and  death.  The  departed  saint  was 
one  of  his  disciples ;  she  had  the  fullest 
trust  in  his  merit  and  intercession,  in  his 
influence  and  energ}^;  and  this  was  a 
fertile  source  of  holiness  during  life,  and 
caused  her  to  triumph  over  the  terrors 
of  death. 

Her  parents  and  children,  her  husband 
and  servants,  her  neighbours  and  friends, 
know  how  aflectionatelv  she  fulfilled  the 
various  duties  of  these  relations.  In  her 
duty  to  God  she  w  as  equally  zealous  and 
uniform.  By  piety  to  God,  and  by  a  faith¬ 
ful  discharge  of  all  the  relative  duties 
she  adorned  the  doctrines  of  God  her 
Sanoiir. 


The  behaviour  at  the  last  moment 
stamps  a  value  on  the  character.  Our 
friend  was  not  taken  at  surprise.  For 
eight  months  she  had  warning  that  her 
departure  was  at  hand.  A  change  of  air 
and  climate  was  advised  by  her  physician, 
which  procured  her  a  temporary  relief. 
Finding  that  her  hour  approached,  she 
hastened  back,  that  she  might  die  among 
her  brethren.  She  had  returned  eleven 
days  only  when  she  w'ent  to  her  long 
home. 

An  oppressive  languor,  and  severe  pain, 
did  not  ruffle  her  spirit.  It  was  of  the 
Lord,  and  she  could  not  complain.  She 
sang  of  his  mercy,  w  ho  in  the  midst  of 
judgment,  kept  her  mind  in  perfect  peace. 

'  Never  did  any  meet  death  w  ith  more 
composure.  Calmly  she  gave  her  last 
directions  concerning  domestic  affairs. 
She  charged  her  sisters  to  make  religion 
the  business  of  their  lives;  and  spake 
much  to  them  in  honour  of  Christ,  urging 
them,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  to 
secure  an  interest  in  him. 

S!ie  was  in  hopes,  on  the  Lord’s  day 
previously  to  her  death,  to  have  entered 
into  rest.  On  surviving  that  day,  she  ex¬ 
pressed  to  an  old  friend,  some  disappoint¬ 
ment  at  being  still  at  a  distance  from  the 
object  of  all  her  desires. 

She  anticipated,  with  peculiar  satisfac¬ 
tion,  meeting  three  children  who  had 
been  taken  from  her  in  infancy,  and  no- 
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seemed  wanting  to  complete  her 
satisfaction,  but  having  her  husband  and 
her  other  children  with  her  in  a  better 
world. 

Every  word,  and  every  action,  disco¬ 
vered  a  mind  at  perfect  ease,  resigned 
to  the  divine  will,  and  assured  of  future 
happiness.  In  such  a  state  of  mind,  and 
in  such  assurance,  she  fell  asleep  in  Jesus. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed,  that  such  re¬ 
lations  as  now  exist  shall  afterward  exist. 
They  originate  in  the  infirmities  of  the 
present  state,  and  shall  cease  w’hen  in¬ 
firmity  is  no  more  known.  “  Who,”  said 
Christ,  “  is  my  mother  ?  and  who  are  my 
brethren.  They  who  do  the  will  of  my 
Father  in  heaven.”  No  attachment  shall 


exist  among  the  blessed  but  to  what  la 
good,  and  to  those  w'ho  are  good.  The 
affections,  purified  and  ennobled,  shall, 
without  partiality,  and  without  defect, 
fix  on  suitable  objects  only,  and  become 
an  indissoluble  bond  of  union  among  the 
righteous.  Delighted  with  the  image  of 
God,  all  who  bear  that  image  are  dear 
to  celestials.  You  must  be  like  God,  if 
you  ever  expect  to  associate  with  the 
heavenly  throng  in  tlie  faith,  and  in  the 
obedience  of  the  gospel,  you  prepare 
for  future  happiness ;  and  in  proportion 
as  your  faith  increases,  and  your  obe¬ 
dience  becomes  perfect,  you  become 
prepared  to  die,  and  to  go  to  heavern. 


POETRY. 


MR.  EDITOR, 

1  send  vou  a  translation  of  the  lines  from 
¥ 

Buchanan,  solicited  by  one  of  your  cor¬ 
respondents.  A  small  addition  is  made 
to  the  original  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
an  evangelical  turn  to  the  words  “  Sed 
vera  mentem,  &c.”  I  am  respectfully 
your’s  H. 

EPIGRAM: 

In  which  an  idol  is  introduced  accosting 
an  approaching  traveller. 

Tell  me,  tir’d  tracer  of  the  waves  and 
shores ! 

Thy  travels  whence?  or  wiiat  thy  toil 
explores  ? 

No  God  is  here!  all  that  exists  in  me. 

Is  stone — or  carious  relics  of  a  tree. 

Scorn  of  the  skies,  derision  of  the  sun. 

On  me  the  worm  preys ;  moths  securely 
run. 

Heav’n’s  vast  perfections  fill  not  their 
abodes 

In  stone-piPd  temples,  or  in  household 
gods. 

That  wondrous  Spirit  place  would 
bound  in  vain 

Whom  sea,  earth,  splendent  heav’n  can¬ 
not  contain. 

Is  Christ  thy  search?  leam  what  to 
souls  belong. 

Welcome  the  strains  prophetic  fathers 
sung. 

Gaze  on  the  universe ;  in  pomp  dirine. 

This  the  true  temple  stands— Jehovah’s 
shrine. 


But,  who  delights  to  press  the  painted 
wood. 

Who  licks  the  yellow  ’d  stone — his  high¬ 
est  good. 

Who,  living,  hails  the  dead,  and,  thought 
away. 

Suspends  the  immortal  hopes  on  brittle 
clay 

Worthy  of  deatli,  he  dies.  Do  hues  de¬ 
light? 

Smear  not  tlie  trunk ;  array  thy  soul  in 
ivhite 

(In  the  red  stream  that  gush’d  from 
Jesus’  side 

To  purest  •white  be  all  thy  garments  dy’dj 

Thus  traveller,  shalt  thou  find,  nor  longer 
roam. 

The  bli.ss,  thou’rt  flying,  dw  ell  with  thee 
at  home. 


OH  THE  DEATH  OF  VOLTAIRE. 

Pre-em;nent  in  guilt!  what  now  avail 

Thy  specious  arts,  or  philosophic  talc ! 

Thy  impious  friends*  uncircumscrib’d 
applause ; 

Thy  laurels  gained  in  irreligion’s  cause ! 

Can  these  one  solid  genuine  bliss  im- 
part. 

Or  sooth  the  anguish  of  thy  throbbing 
heart  ? 

Can  they  one  cheering  ray  of  hope  be¬ 
queath. 

To  gild  the 
death  ? 


gloomy  ling’ring  hour  of 


lir-  ijl 


Oh,  no!— ye,  who  in  tfioughtJess  folly 
bre<l,  ^ ' 

Or  bv  delusive  sceptic  arts  misled, 
Thedreaay’  paths  of  unbelief  have  trod; 
Foes  to  your  Saviour,  aliens  from  your 
God; 

If  by  no  vicious  practices  deprav’d. 

No  adamantine  chains  of  gpiilt  enslaved. 
Your  honest  souls,  in  quest  of  truth 
sincere. 

The  still  small  voice  of  conscience  yet 
revere. 

Here  pause  awhile ;  and  learn,  ere  ’tis 
too  late. 

What  pangs  tlie  dying  infidel  await; 

And  what  the  direful  meed  which  guilt 
bestows, 

'(Prolific  source  of ever-during  woes!) 

For  which  the  choicest,  joys  of  life  are 
giv’n 

The  peace  of  conscience,  and  the  hope  of 
heav’n ! 

View  yon  pale  wretch,  who  late  with 
haughty  pride. 

Like  you  his  saviour  and  his  God  deny’d. 
Mark  how  his  fiery  eye -balls  glaring 
roU, 

And  show  the  anguish  of  his  tortur’d 
soul ! 

Hear  him,  when  grinding  pains  his  frame 
assail. 

His  num’rous  crimes,  his  blasphemies 
bewail ; 

And  w  ith  heart-rending  sighs,  and  tears . 
implore, 

Tliat  sov’reign  mercy  which  he  scorn’d 
before ! 

While  sense  of  conscious  guilt  and  black 
despair. 

Still  in  his  lips  arrest  tli’  half  uttered 
prayer. 

Composed  under  the  pressure  of  'inental 

distress,  and  hopeless  bodily  infirmity. 

Heavenly  pow  ers  of  Grace  be  nigh;- 
Breathe  your  healing  influence  here ; 

Ease  my  anguish  ere  I  die. 

Oh  relieve  my  boding  fear. 

Oh!  assuage  the  poignant  grief. 

That  corrodes  my  conscious  breast; 

Mercy,  haste  in  sweet  relief. 

And  sooth  my  woe-worn  heart  to  rest. 

All  my  pains  and  all  my  smart. 

Thy  mercy,  Jesus, oft  has  heal’d; 

Come  then  now,  thy  peace  impart. 

And  that  peace  in  pity  shield. 

Oh !  come  smiling  from  above. 

And  illume  this  darksome  hour; 

All  my  heaven  is  in  thy  love ; 

All  my  hope  is  in  thy  power. 


All  my  soul  and  all  my  heart. 

And  every  wish  to  heaven  1  yield, 

Jesu,  then;  thy  peace  impart; 

And  that  peace  in  pity  shield. 

SONNET  TO  NIGHT. 

Parent  of  fost’ring  dews  and  balmy 
gales ! 

I  love,  O  night,  thy  solitary  reign ; 

When  deep’ning  darkness  shiuuds  the 
misty  vales, 

And  silence  broods  o’er  the  deserted 
plain.  » 

For  then,  while  wrapt  in  shades  earth’s 
beauties  lie. 

Thou  w  ak’st  the  hope  to  untried  regions 
giv’n ; 

Bidd’st  meditation  light  the  languid  eye. 

And  bear,  on  thought  sublime,  the  soul 
to  heav’n. 

Ah !  could’st  thou  draw  with  sympathe¬ 
tic  pow’r 

•The  veil  oblivious  o’er  the  long  past 
scene ; 

Bid  mem’ry  slumber  on  the  anguish’d 
hour. 

And  heavn’ly  visions  fill  the  void  w  ithin ; 

Unmingled  raptures  should  the  soid  il¬ 
lume — 

£ai*th,  and  earth’s  bitter  woes,  wrapt  in 
congenial  gloom !  P. 

SONNET  TO  SCHUYLKILL. 

Slow  wind  thy  waters,  Schuylkill,  fav’- 
rite  stream! 

And  as  I  muse  along  tliy  lonely  shore. 

Thy  light  waves  trembling  to  the  noon¬ 
tide  beam. 

Still  flow',  ne’er  ceasing,  and  return  no 
more. 

Thus  silent,  unperceiv’d,  the  stream 
steals  on 

Which  floats  us  dowm  the  tide  of  life’s 
decay ; 

Sunk  in  the  lapse  of  years  forever  gone, 

Each  gliding  moment  bears  its  part  away. 

Yet  to  thy  source,  fair  stream  will  na- 
t\ire’s  ]x)w’r 

From  her  vast  reservoirs  thy  floods  sup- 
ply: 

And  nature’s  God,  when  life’s  dull  flow 
is  o’er 

Will  not  extingpiish’d  let  its  essence  13'C. 

To  purer  realms  tli’  etliereal  beam  will 
raise. 

Borne  on  th*  eternal  stream  of  being’s 
deatlilcss  maze.  P- 


